
Date of meeting:  31st October 2017 
 
Present: 
Persimmon  Robert Taylor (RS) – Strategic Planner 
  Matthew Seaman (MS) – Head of Land 
 
Steering Group Mike Marshall (MM) – Chair of Steering Group 
  Jim Claydon (JC) – Steering Group representative 
 
Catherine Faulkner – taking notes 
 
 
MM introduced Persimmon to our Neighbourhood Plan and explained where we are in the process 
and that they had been invited to the meeting as it is known, from their email, that they have an 
option on land within the parish, and the Plan looks at the next 20 years and not just the immediate 
future. 
 
MS explained that they have 27 acres under long term option within our parish with other areas just 
outside the parish boundary.  They suggested that the site had the potential to accommodate 
several hundred houses.  MM advised that the land they have on option within the parish does 
flood, and the parish has significant flooding issues, therefore there would be concern about the 
additional impact of any new housing. 
 
RT and MS advised that they are aware of some of the difficulties within the parish such as traffic on 
the A358 and rat runs to and from Creech St Michael/Monkton Heathfield.  They are also aware of 
the Nexus project, the potential route for the A303/A358 and changes to junction 25.   
 
They advised that they have been waiting for the Local Plan review to begin promoting sites for 
development and feel that the site they have an option on ticks sustainability options in a pure 
planning process ie core infrastructure is in place - motorway, park and ride, although they 
acknowledge that there are problems with these at present.  Persimmon were unaware that the 
Park and Ride will be closing on a Saturday after Christmas 2017. 
 
They advised that they consider that TDBC is not meeting its 5-year supply and that Gladman have 
appealed against this.  This will be a test case. 
 
RT advised that they have been in conversation with CSM and Monkton Parish Councils looking at 
traffic issues and rat running which are major problems, along with congestion at Toneway and 
Creech Castle. 
 
JC informed Persimmon that one of the Household Survey outputs was to prioritise pedestrian and 
cyclist safety especially around junction 25.  It was explained that parish secondary school, and 
college children either have to negotiate the motorway roundabout or they go via Creech and have 
to contend with the rat run and Hyde Lane. 
 
It was explained that the nearest health facilities are at Creech St Michael or the Blackbrook and that 
Ruishton Primary School is at capacity.  Persimmon were made aware that the Household Survey 
identified traffic problems as top concern with the A358 and Ruishton Lane of most concern.  
Facilities within the parish were discussed and that the provision of additional facilities may form 
part of the ambitions of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 



JC considered that any new housing site that was not integrated into the existing settlements would 
not be received favourably. The Survey also identified the wish to maintain the integrity of the 3 
separate settlements of Ruishton, Thornfalcon and Henlade with some reconnection of Henlade 
which is split by the A358. 
 
JC expressed the view that it was possible that the NP would not identify sites for employment and 
housing but include more indicative principles and priorities for development while allocations will 
be included in the TDBC Local Plan 
 
There was a discussion on TDBC’s advice that there is no housing need in the parish and the impact 
Nexus may have on this. 
 
RT advised that they have been told that the TDBC employment survey is not yet available.  They 
have 17 acres of potential employment land at Monkton but have not been able to agree taking this 
forward. 
 
The way forward for our Neighbourhood Plan was discussed in brief, and the uncertainty due to the 
A358/Nexus/Junction 25 projects, and consequently that any policies within the Neighbourhood 
Plan may need to have caveats if these projects are not resolved in due time. 
 
Persimmon said that they are a willing partner and would like to engage in our Neighbourhood Plan 
process and would be willing to attend any further meetings if wanted.  They added that, in essence, 
they are a house builder and seek to secure residential sites but look to balance this against 
infrastructure and environment issues. 


