
Date of meeting: 31st January 2018 
 
Present: 
Hallam Land Management (HLM) Andy Birch (AB) – Director 
     Kelvin Tutill (KT) – Consultant 
     Ben Meynell (BM) – Development Surveyor 
 
Steering Group    Mike Marshall (MM) – Chair of Steering Group 
     Jim Claydon (JC) – Steering Group representative 

Catherine Faulkner – taking notes 
 
MM introduced HLM to our Neighbourhood Plan and explained where we are in the process and that our Plan will 
look at what the local community wants for the next 20 years.  He advised HLM that they had been invited to the 
meeting as it is known that they have an options on land within, or neighbouring, our parish. 
 
AB explained that HLM have been involved in a range of projects, and NP processes, of over 100 dwellings including: 

• A new community development (Cranbrook East, Exeter).  This started in 2012 and 1200 homes have been built 
so far with another 700 planned. 

• East of Swindon, there were 12,000 homes allocated in the Regional Spatial Strategy.  Eventually, HLM were 
involved in building at the northern end of South Marston village.  The population of South Marston was 1000 
(500 houses) and the allocation for that area was 2000 houses with 500 adjacent to South Marston.  South 
Marston did a NP and involved HLM in their process.  South Marston focused on the things they could control, ie 
affordable housing (they wanted 20% rather than the required 30% and obtained this), green swathes, the old 
village centre retained with an expanded parish school.  They were able to obtain the extra land needed for 
developing a playing field and community centre from the developers. 

• Regarding Buckingham NP, the District Council had no core strategy and no 5-year land supply.  Buckingham NP 
took a notional figure of 600 houses and went through the process.  HLM built 450 houses and worked with 
them on what they wanted.  The NP was adopted.  The District Council are now on their third attempt (first two 
failed) at compiling a Core Strategy and are allocating more land for development.  For Buckingham, density was 
a key theme, as were CLTs (Community Land Trust), and transport network schemes ie changing speed limits, all 
funded by the developer. 

 
MM explained that, according to Taunton Deane, our Parish is allocated no housing and has no affordable housing 
need.  Ruishton and Henlade are designated as villages and the motorway is currently the barrier to development, 
however we recognise that this will change. 
 
A discussion was had regarding the Highways England (HE) route proposals regarding the A358.  MM explained that 
our thoughts and concerns are: 

• Henlade may be cut in half with a road through the middle and our aspirations are to make Henlade a village as a 
whole. 

• A hybrid of the routes can be proposed ie the orange route with a road to Nexus 25, but HE say they will not pay. 
An alternative hybrid could be pink route which picks up traffic from A378 but then uses the orange route to 
junction F. 

• Flooding is also a concern as the Nexus 25 link road proposals go along the flood plain.  

• Nexus 25 has no planning permission currently and is causing highways problems in planning related junctions.  
Taunton Deane approved the LDO and delegated sign-off to their Assistant Planner.  SCC have put in their J25 
scheme which is due to go to their Regulation Committee next Thursday. 

 
HLM advised that their sister company, Henry Boot Ltd, is involved in the Nexus 25 development.  Their hope is to 
look at this comprehensively but there are things not in their control ie the road linkage.  HLM said that they need to 
ensure that any of their development proposals meet the needs of the roads 
 
HLM advised that their interest is to the east of Nexus to the A358 but their focus currently is on the A358 road 
outcome.  If there is no A358 bypass, then they will review land use but it will all be dependent on road capabilities. 
 
HLM would like to engage in the NP process but recognise that it will depend on the need of the NP group. 


