
 
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON PARISH COUNCIL 

CLERK: HEATHER BRYANT, NORTHAY HOUSE, NORTHAY, CHARD, SOMERSET. TA20 3DN 
EMAIL: ruishtonpc@gmail.com. TEL: NO: 01460 234770 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th October 2021 held in the Village Hall observing the Council’s  
Covid-19 Risk Assessment. 
CLLRS PRESENT:  John (Chairman), Bulgin, Dickinson, Garbutt, Harper, Marshall and McEvans 
ALSO, PRESENT: County Councillor John Thorne, D.C. Sue Buller, 4 members of the public and the Clerk, 
Heather Bryant 
 
PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME (ON GENERAL PARISH MATTERS) 
Members of the public made the following comments: 

 Four parishioners from Lower Henlade expressed their discontent that the hamlet of Lower Henlade 
is being excluded from the parish as a whole. One suggestion was that there could be more 
information on the web site or notice board. The Council will include this on the next Agenda for 
discussion. 

 A358 Southfields to Junction 25 scheme – Concern that Greenway Road link from Nags Head will 
become a race track if not closed. Cllr Bulgin replied that it has always stated that Greenway Road 
would be closed. 

 
21/10/1 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND APPROVE THE REASONS GIVEN 

Cllrs Fudge and Mullins sent their apologies 
RESOLVED: to approve the apology of Cllr Fudge for the reasons given. Cllr Mullins had not given a 
reason. 
Cllr. Marshall stated that Councillors should give a reason for not attending a meeting. 

 
21/10/2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 None declared 

 
21/10/3 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1ST SEPTEMBER 2021 

RESOLVED: the approval of the minutes as a true record.  
 
21/10/4 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

C.C. John Thorne apologised for sending the previous month’s report and not the current month. He 
will send by email the current report tomorrow. 
C.C. John Thorne referred to the following: 

 Local Government Reorganisation - A conference for parish councils is being 
held tomorrow (Thursday) at the Junction 24 centre near North Petherton where speakers 
will cover subjects such as Local Community Networks, an update on LGR progression and 
asset devolution, VCSE opportunities, and lots more. C.C. John Thorne continued that it was 
disappointing that only one parish (Wellington) out of 11 parishes in our county council 
division has signed up. The Clerk replied that the Council was informed of the event in 
September to ‘keep this date in the diary’ but no details were given and she has heard 
nothing since. 

 Ruishton Lane SIS – There is gradual progress at last and a detailed design is now being 
worked up which will be available for public consultation at the end of November/beginning 
of December. The designs would then be finalised in the light of responses to the 
consultation, and a further safety audit/design check carried out. The timeframe is for work to 
be undertaken is early in the next financial year. 

 Traffic volumes – After taking the issue to Cllr Fothergill as the Council’s Leader, the data 
team has been instructed to undertake monitoring of volumes and speeds of traffic through 
the village to produce evidence on which highways can respond accordingly. They claim to 
understand the desire to see immediate action, but say it does need to be balanced against 
the risk that any action taken creates a series of unintended impacts, potentially creating 
more problems than those they seek to resolve. Ie, making Ruishton Lane one-way could 
lead to increased speeds and greater volumes of traffic because there are no vehicles 
coming the other way, or traffic lights at Lipe Lane/A358 could lead to longer queues 
because the ‘give way’ opportunities to pull out would be lost as A358 flows need to be 
prioritised. 



 2

 Hedges and pavements – The vegetation on Lipe Lane, between Ham Road and Cheats 
Corner has been cut back. The area team is also assessing whether additional vegetation 
cuts in the parish would address the concerns which have been raised. 

 Gravelands Lane – There have been complaints from residents about the amount of noise 
coming from the Tarmac site and the unsocial hours of the noise, starting at 6 am and 
continuing until dusk throughout the past summer and going on right through weekends. 
However, SWT have confirmed there were no restrictions placed on working times. C.C. 
John Thorne asked if the parish council is able to raise the issue directly with Tarmac. 

 
 D.C. Sue Buller reported that news from SWT is covered in the weekly newsletter 

D.C. Barrie Hall sent his apologies. 
 
21/10/5 PLANNING 

There were no planning matters 
 
21/10/6 FLOODING MATTERS 

Cllr McEvans gave an update referring to Claire Thackray answers to questions he had previously 
sent her. 
After discussion, it was agreed that a Flood Committee of volunteers is urgently required before the 
winter storms set in. 
The Clerk reported that Somerset Prepared are holding a number of events in October in regard to  
 flood related matters. Emails dated 23.9.21 & 27.9.21 refers. 

 
21/10/7 VILLAGE PUMP 

The Chairman reported that the engineer will carry out repairs to the pump and we will know the 
result by the end of this week.  

The Chairman referred to the ditch opposite the village pump that should have been cleared by the 
land owner in January 2020. Claire Thackray cannot give the landowners details to the Chairman 
due to Data Protection so she has asked the land owner to contact the Chairman. 

 
21/10/8 HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATHS 
 Increase in traffic now that the Creech Castle Road is closed 

To include Lower Henlade area as well as Cheats Road and Ruishton Lane in having problems with 
an increase in traffic. See C.C. John Thorne report 

 
Overgrown vegetation along roads which is a danger for pedestrians and other road users  

 See C.C. John Thorne report 
  

A358 Southfields to Junction 25 scheme 
National Highways is holding a consultation on the A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme.  
The consultation runs from Tuesday 12 October to Monday 22 November 2021.  
Cllr Marshall reported that it is very important that residents respond to the Consultation especially 
as the proposals for ‘M5 junction 25 to Mattocks Tree Green Junction’ will have a significant impact 
on this parish. It was agreed to inform residents via the newsletter, web site and facebook 

21/10/9 RECREATIONAL GROUND 
 Anti-Social Behaviour in the Recreation Ground 

It was reported that a gang of youths gather in the RG especially on a Friday and Saturday 
night. Cllr Harper reported that she regularly picks up lots of rubbish including alcohol bottles 
which are sometimes smashed. It was agreed that all we can do is to ask our PCSO’s to keep 
an eye on the situation which has been done previously. 
 
Picnic tables – agree a date for the installation 
It was agreed that a Sunday would be a good time to make up the tables and install 
The Chairman asked if Councillors could email her when they could help on a Sunday. 
 
Recreation Ground signage 
The Clerk will try PJ Signage at Taunton for the signs required in the Recreation Field 
 

21/10/10 QUEENS JUBILEE WEEKEND- 2ND – 5TH JUNE 2022 
 Informal meeting with parishioners booked for 4th November 2021 
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Cllr Dickinson had previously sent by email, a draft letter for the newsletter together with a short 
survey asking for resident’s ideas and if they can help to organize an event(s) for the Jubilee 
celebrations. The draft letter and survey were agreed. 
It was stated that we need to advertise the meeting as widely as possible including the newsletter, 
web site and face book.   

 
21/10/11 PURCHASE OF LAND 

The Clerk had no updates 
 
21/10/12 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

Cllr Marshall reported that the next meeting is 22.10.21 so he would have more to report at the 
November meeting 

 
21/10/13 CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 

Cold Calling signs 
The Clerk reported that she had carried out some research from previous minutes in 2011/12. 
It was a legal process to go through with planning permission and permission from Somerset 
County Council.  A total of 10 signs were purchased and were positioned in various places around 
the parish.  The Clerk continued that we need to find where the signs are situated and what 
condition they are in. The sign at the top of Lipe Lane has already been reported as faded. The 
Clerk will need the wording if signs were to be replaced. One Company had quoted £72 per sign. 
No Cold Caller stickers for residents to stick on their doors can be purchased online for £3 for two 
stickers. 
 
Opening up Safely and Reconnecting Fund - £1,500 grant 
The Clerk reported that the Council was successful in a grant for £1,500 from the Opening up Safely 
and Reconnection Fund. The Council can pass on this grant to the Church to hold events in the 
Village Hall to bring people together during lockdown. 

 
Defibrillator training. 
The Clerk reported that she was contacted by a resident who was trained to use the defibrillator two 
years ago and he asked if there would be refresher training as the certificate had now expired. The 
Clerk will check with Heartstart. 
 
The following correspondence were noted 
Somerset Bus update 
South West Partnership – online briefing 7th October 6-8pm 
Climate Emergency Community Fund – free training (email dated 17.9.21 refers) 
NALC – Local Nature Recovery Strategies – Consultation 
Future Parish Council elections will be moved forward a year to 2022 to allow to fall in line with new 
Somerset Unitary elections 

 
21/10/14 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 The Chairman reported on the following: 

 Claire Thackray has been moved to Housing with SWT to cover maternity leave for one 
year. Unfortunately, there is no replacement for her role as Locality Officer. Rob Powell will 
be overseeing the Village Pump 

 Three volunteers have now come forward to help to ‘tidy up’ the village 
 
21/10/15 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 Insurance 

RESOLVED: To ratify the agreement with Came & Co for a three-year agreement at £1268.07 starting 
on 1.10.21 (The Clerk used her delegated powers on urgent matters in consultation with the Chair) 
Quarter 2 budget -NOTED 
FINANCIAL REPORTS AND CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT 
RESOLVED: that this Council approves the schedule of cheques and the Financial Report subject to 
the requirements of our Risk Assessment Document. 

 
21/10/16 MATTERS TO REPORT (for information only) OR FOR THE AGENDA AT THE NEXT MEETING   
 The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm 

DATE OF THE NEXT SCHEDULED PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 3rd NOVEMBER 2021 AT 7.30PM IN THE 
VILLAGE HALL. 


