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Ruishton and Thornfalcon Neighbourhood Plan 

Meeting of Project Team 

 

Notes of meeting held on 19th November 2020 

 

Present:  Steering group members – Mike Marshall (MM), Jim Claydon (JCl), Doug Lowe 
(DL), Dave Duke (DD) and Catherine Faulkner (Neighbourhood Plan Administrator) 
Other volunteers: Judy Cottrell (JCot), Mike Hellings (MH), Susan Sherry (SS), 
Sarah Capstick (SCap) 

 
1. Apologies 

Roy Bulgin (RB), Stewart Thorne (ST), Andrew Lukes (AL), Ian Tucker (IT), John Capstick 
(JCap) 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
JCl declared a general interest as he is the Chair of CCS (Community Council for 
Somerset).  

 
3. Notes of the last meeting 

It was agreed that the notes of the last meeting (16/9/19) were accurate. 

a) JCl to review the draft policies to ensure nothing local lost from the review by ST – 
completed and agenda item 4. 

b) The Administrator to obtain evidence of the timescale needed to advertise a business 
before a change of use application could be considered – this had been obtained and 
the policies will be updated accordingly. 

c) Any further comments on the draft policies to be given to the Administrator by the end 
of next week – no further comments received. 

 

4. Updated draft policies 
JCl presented the latest version of the draft policies explaining that there were still a few 
changes to be made, such as adding in evidence and maps.  In the previous version, the 
group had identified sites for off-road parking and new leisure facilities.  However, 
comments had been received from SW&T that indicated the need to speak with 
landowners if we intend to identify specific sites.  It was agreed that, whilst we have 
evidence of the problem parking areas, there was not enough evidence to identify exact 
places on a map for the additional parking, therefore, the area will be indicated on the 
map with the words “in the vicinity of”. Action:  The Administrator to update the policies 
and maps with the words “in the vicinity of”. 
 

5. Workshop – Character Assessment  
JCl explained that policy H4, 1, 2 (i), 2 (ii) relates to the current character of housing 
within the parish.  This agenda item was a workshop to review the three areas of 
Ruishton, Henlade and Thornfalcon.  After the workshop, JCl will collate the views of the 
group and a finished Character Assessment will be produced.  This will be brought to the 
next project team meeting for your information.  Action: JCl to collate the information 
from the Character Assessment workshop and present the finished document to the next 
Project Team meeting. 
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6. Workshop – Future projects prioritisation  
The Project Team was provided with a list of all projects that 
had been identified during the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan as being of importance for future 
development within the parish.  The purpose of this workshop 
was to rank the projects according to their importance to the community.  The 
Administrator would then collate the rankings and this final document will be included 
within the Neighbourhood Plan document and provided to the Parish Council.  It will also 
be presented at the next meeting of the Project Team. Action: The Administrator to 
collate the project rankings. 
 

7. A358 update – Community Forum meeting 24/9/19 
MM had attended the Community Forum meeting and explained that there was nothing 
new to report.  The preferred route had not been developed further and the proposal was 
still to send all traffic from the A303 to junction 25, and then onto the M5.  It was still 
proposed for the contracting to be on a design and build basis.  He also advised that 
some landowners were not allowing access to their land to enable surveys to be 
undertaken. 
 

8. Project Plan and Next Steps 
The Administrator presented the latest project plan and advised that some additional 
tasks had been included for clarity of the remaining process. 
 

8. Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting will be set by the Steering Group.   
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