
 

Ruishton and Thornfalcon Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group 
 
Notes of meeting held on 27th October 2020 
 
 
In attendance: Mike Marshall (MM), Jim Claydon (JCl), Roy Bulgin (RB), Dave Duke (DD), 

Doug Lowe (DL) and Catherine Faulkner (Administrator) 
 
Due to Covid-19 the meeting was held remotely using a web-based product. 
 
1. Apologies  

There were no apologies. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest 
JCl declared an interest as he is Chair of CCS. 
 

3. Notes of last meeting (15/9/20) 
All agreed minutes were correct.   

 
Update on action items: 

a) The administrator to speak to Stuart Todd (ST) to agree the timing of acquiring new 
up-to-date maps – the Administrator explained that she had discussed this with ST 
and the maps would be updated through the simplest means at the time they are 
required for they plan. 

b) The administrator to mark the item HRA/SEA as complete on the project plan - 
completed 

c) The administrator to cancel the project team meeting and circulate the HRA/SEA 
documents and project plan to the project team members - completed 

 
4. Updates: 

 
a. Drafting of the Plan 
JCL explained that he had received comments from DD. Some aspects of the plan still need 
updating for consistency and the evidence base needs referencing with links to the documents 
on our website. In addition, photographs are needed as they will be very important within the 
plan to explain the rurality and some of the heritage areas. It was also agreed that a document 
of photographs would be produced in its own right. These photographs will show the area, and 
the document, and be referred to in the plan. 

 
Action: Everyone to review the draft plan and forward any edits and feedback etc to JCL by the 
end of Sunday, 1 November 2020.  Action: DD to pile a document of photographs to show the 
rurality of the parish and include heritage areas. 

 
It was agreed that the evidence that would be uploaded to the website would be for meetings 
held and any evidence that is referred to in the plan only. Any other documents would be 
removed from the website. Any data that can easily be updated will be updated prior to being 
uploaded onto the website. 

 
Drafting of the Consultation Statement 
Everyone agreed that they were happy with the format suggested by ST. The administrator will 
populate it with input from the Steering Group going to underline members when needed. 

 



 

JCL reminded everyone that the Basic Conditions Statement will 
need to be drafted. The administrator will review the quotation 
from ST to see whether work on this has been quoted for. 
Action: The administrator to review the quote from ST to see 
whether it covers drafting the Basic Conditions Statement. 
 

5. Project Plan 
The administrator explained that she had updated the project plan to include the extension to 
drafting the plan itself and associated documents. The administrator also explained that these 
timescales may still need to be extended as additional time has to be allowed to ensure proper 
engagement and consultation during Covid. She explained that the steering group will need to 
give consideration to how it consults and how it gives publicity to the consultation period. It was 
also agreed that the flyer summary document would also needs to be produced and could be 
attached either to the newsletter or sent through the post to each household together with a 
covering letter. 
 

6. A358/A303 update 
MM advised that he had received no further updates regarding the A358. He advised that the 
Parish Council go to underline is arranging a meeting with Highways but no date had yet been 
set. 
 
JCL advised that the Stonehenge decision is still due 13 November 2020 and that this may have 
an impact on the decision of the remainder of the A303/A358 dualling.  The Sparkford section’s 
decision is also due early November. 

 
7. Project Team  

it was agreed that there is no input required at present from the project team members. The next 
stage will be to send them the draft plan for their review when the draft is complete. 
 

8. Newsletter  
Action: the administrator to submit a Newsletter article with links to the Local Plan Issues and 
Options Report and to draw attention to the relevant pages on the website. 

 
9. Next Steps/Any other business 

The Local Plan review’s most recent programme has “pending” against all timelines. It was felt 
that this is probably due to the Unitary Authority matter which will change how the local plan is 
done and the area it will cover. In addition the Planning White Paper is suggesting changes to 
how local plans are produced but it also says there is a continued need for Neighbourhood 
Plans. 
 
In the current call for sites/interest, it is interesting to see the areas in our parishes that 
developers have put forward. It was noted that Tarmac has been put down as residential rather 
than business. Other areas have also been submitted i.e. Woodlands Castle and Brookfield 
Nursery. Action: DD to put the link to the Local Plan Issues and Options report on the parish 
website and Facebook including information on the relevant page for parishioners’ information. 
Action: MM to resend the link to the administrator with details of landowners to add to the 
consultee list. 
 

10. Date of Next Meeting  
The date of the next meeting was set for Monday 23rd November 2020 at 10am to be held 
remotely.  


