
 

Ruishton and Thornfalcon Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group 
 
Notes of meeting held on 22nd April 2020 
 
 

In attendance: Mike Marshall (MM), Jim Claydon (JCl), Roy Bulgin (RB), Dave Duke 
(DD), Doug Lowe (DL) and Catherine Faulkner (Administrator) 

 
Due to Covid-19 the meeting was held remotely using a web-based product.  MM, JCl, RB, DD and 
DL used the video conferencing and the Administrator dialled in to the meeting due to the limitations 
of the product. 
 
1. Apologies  

There were no apologies given. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest 
JCl declared an interest as he is Chair of CCS. 
 

3. Notes of last meeting (19/2/20) 
All agreed minutes were correct.   

 
Update on action items: 
a) The Administrator to contact the Village Hall Committee in one week’s time if no reply has 

been received regarding forwarding the draft policies to users – a response had been 
received by email advising that the Village Hall Committee was not able to provide contact 
details of users, or circulate a document to users, due to GDPR and data protection.   

b) The Administrator to obtain a biodiversity report from SERC – received and previously 
circulated.  Report will also be included in evidence base. 

c) The Administrator to add the Character Assessment to the evidence base - completed. 
d) The Administrator to seek advice from Stuart Todd regarding E3 – actioned and policies 

updated accordingly. 
e) RB to map the ancient finger posts and they two post boxes within the parish - completed.   
f) The Administrator to seek advice from Stuart Todd regarding maps for E3 and E1 and then 

produce the appropriate maps - completed. 
g) The Administrator to provide a clear brief regarding the consultation workshop for the next 

Project Team meeting – prepared but meeting deferred due to Covid-19. 
h) The Administrator to arrange the next meeting of the Project Team - next meeting deferred 

due to Covid-19. 
i) The Administrator to submit an appropriately worded article for the next Newsletter asking 

any groups that use the parish facilities, to provide a contact for that group to the 

Administrator, so that the Neighbourhood Plan team can add them to the list of consultees 

regarding the contents of the parish’s Neighbourhood Plan - no group had contacted the 

Neighbourhood Plan Administrator. 

j) DD to use information from the maps produced with the policies as a guide to photographs 
that could be added on Google Maps - ongoing. 
 

4. Update on Draft Policies 
a. Feedback from Stuart Todd regarding gaps  

JCl suggested that the gaps identified on the map were an expression of what parishioners 
had said during the ongoing consultations and were the views of the Project Team.  He 
suggested that in the text of the plan we add further explanation to justify the inclusion of 
these gaps.  The gap identified for Henlade was clear due to it being a required buffer zone 



 

to keep the villages separate. Regarding the gap to the east 
of Rushton Lane, it could be argued that the area of 
Woodlands Castle, park-and-ride, Nexus, and Premier Inn 
have effectively become part of the built area of Taunton.  
The need for this gap could be signified by the high hedges 
along Ruishton Lane and the field behind this, to avoid coalescence with Taunton.  For the 
eastern side of the parish it was agreed that the Tarmac site should be the eastern edge of 
Henlade as beyond that was open countryside.  It was agreed by all present that the gaps 
currently identified should not be taken out for the above reasons. 
 

b. Approval by Parish Council 
The Administrator advised that the draft policies had been approved by the Parish Council in 
April and she had received an email from the Clerk confirming this. 
 

c. SEA/HRA assessments 
The information received from Ann Rhodes at SWT recommends screening of SEA and 
scoping of HRA are undertaken to establish whether a SCA or HRA are required.  This is 
fully in line with the requirements of developing a Neighbourhood Plan.  It was agreed that 
the draft policies should be forwarded to Ann Rhodes for screening.  Action: The 
Administrator to forward the approved draft policies to Ann Rhodes at SWT for screening of 
SEA and scoping of HRA. 
 

5. Project Plan 
The Administrator advised that, due to Covid-19, no elections or referendums are allowed until 
6th May 2021.   
 
The Administrator explained that she had updated the Project Plan to reflect the remainder of 
the process using the information on the Neighbourhood Planning website, The Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012 and the earliest referendum date.  She explained that the 
Project Plan includes all necessary parts that need to be produced such as the basic conditions 
statement.  It also includes time for informal and formal statutory consultations, and timetables 
through to the Referendum.   
 
It was agreed that the SEA/HRA screening should be undertaken at the same time as circulating 
the draft policies for the informal consultation.   
 
It was also agreed that along with the plan itself, a summary plan should also be produced for 
issuing to parishioners and those who may not wish to receive the full plan.  The full plan would 
be made available via the website should those who receive a summary plan wish to view it. 
 
Action: The Administrator to change “the transport management plan” to read “traffic 
management plan” and to include the summary plan within the Project Plan. 

 
6. Consultation Process  

A discussion was had regarding the next informal stage of consultations on the draft policies and 
who should be included within this.  It was felt that the local community had been consulted with 
on an ongoing basis and involved in the development of the plan throughout, therefore, it was 
currently not felt necessary to write to everyone asking them for further comments until the Pre-
submission consultation stage under Reg 14.  This would be reviewed if appropriate. 
 
It was agreed that the draft policies should be sent, by email, to all the statutory bodies, 
Councils, developers who had engaged with the plan to date, and businesses who commented 
during the Business and Employment consultation process, to see whether they have any views 
on the draft policies, however it would be made clear that this is an informal process and they 



 

would be consulted with formally at an appropriate time.  It 
would also be put on the parish website and Facebook page. 
 
It was agreed not ask specific questions of the consultees but to 
provide a generic statement and as responders to quote the 
policy reference they were referring to in their response. 
 
Action:  The Administrator to draft a consultation statement to be agreed with MM and JCl, and 
implement the agreed informal consultation on the draft policies. 
 

7. Funding Update 
The Administrator advised that Locality have opened their grant scheme for applications for the 
20/21 financial year. 
 
It was agreed that the best way forward would be for the Administrator to arrange a conference 
call between herself, JCl and ST to discuss quoting for the work within the project plan.  This 
would help ensure available funds are used the most effectively and on the best timeline. 
Action: The Administrator to arrange a meeting between herself, ST and JCl to discuss quoting 
for work within the project plan. 
 
MM advised that the parish council had received £5,000 CIL money as a result of a residential 
build within the parish. 
 

8. Next Project Team meeting 
It was agreed that the Administrator would draft a briefing paper for the Project Team to provide 
them with an update of actions that had been recently taken and future work.  The briefing to 
include the following, and anything else useful for the group to know – Where the NP process is 
currently at, what we will be consulting on, circulate the policies and maps to the team, the next 
steps, project plan, and that any responses from consultees will be brought to the group if 
possible due to Covid-19.  Action: The Administrator to draft a briefing paper to circulate to 
members of the Project Team. 
 

9. Newsletter  
Due to Covid-19 the Newsletter is not currently being produced. 
 

10. Next Steps/Any other business 
RB advised that Village Day had been cancelled for 2020 due to Covid-19, therefore it will not 
be possible for the NP group to use this as a means of consulting with parishioners in July. 
 
It was agreed that the remote meeting had worked and that this method should be used next 
time if the group was still unable to meet in person.  DD advised that he would explore 
alternative online meeting packages to enable everyone to use video rather than one person 
dial in.  Action: DD to investigate alternative remote meeting packages. 

 
11. Date of Next Meeting  

The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 20th May 2020  at 10am to be held remotely if 
necessary.   


