
 

Ruishton and Thornfalcon Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group 
 
Notes of meeting held on 19th February 2020 
 
 

In attendance: Mike Marshall (MM), Jim Claydon (JCl), Roy Bulgin (RB), Dave Duke 
(DD), Doug Lowe (DL) and Catherine Faulkner (Administrator) 

 
1. Apologies  

There were no apologies given. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest 
JCl declared an interest as he is Chair of CCS. 
 

3. Notes of last meeting (6/1/20) 
All agreed minutes were correct.   

 
Update on action items: 
a) JCl to update the draft Character Assessment with build dates which should be annotated 

“to the best of our knowledge” – agenda item 5 
b) The Administrator to obtain the cost of an environmental biodiversity report from Somerset 

Environmental Records Centre – agenda item 4 
c) MM to cross reference the list of pill boxes with those registered with Historic England to see 

if any are not formally listed - MM advised that he, also, could not tally the two lists of 
heritage assets within the village.  It was agreed that those registered as listed heritage 
buildings should be taken as those listed, and registered, within the parish. 

d) The Administrator to update the required maps – agenda item 7  

e) The Administrator to review the most recent draft of policies for accuracy and update with 

the changes identified previously then send to JCl for final review – agenda item 6 

f) The Administrator to contact Stewart Thorne of the Village Hall Committee to ask if they will 
post or email the draft policies to users – awaiting reply.  The Administrator will contact the 
Village Hall Committee in a week’s time if a reply has not been received.  Action: The 
Administrator to contact the Village Hall Committee in one week’s time if no reply has been 
received regarding forwarding the draft policies to users. 
 

4. Biodiversity report and approval of funding  
The information regarding the biodiversity report which could be obtained from Somerset 
Environmental Records Centre (SERC) had previously been circulated to members of the 
Steering Group.  It was agreed that this information may be useful as background evidence for 
the development of the plan, or for providing information for mapping.  It was agreed that the 
cost of £55 should be met from the budget allocated by the Parish Council.  Action: The 
Administrator to obtain a biodiversity report from SERC. 
 

5. Character Assessment for final agreement  
The Character Assessment had previously been circulated to members of the Steering Group.  
It was agreed that this document was now completed and should be added to the evidence 
base documents.  Action: The Administrator to add the Character Assessment to the evidence 
base. 
 

6. Draft policies – to approve final text 
The Administrator had tracked the proposed changes made at the last meeting for review.  The 
updated document had previously been circulated to members of the Steering Group.  It was 



 

agreed that this document would now be the final text for 
purposes of consultation subject to Stuart Todd’s advice 
regarding E3, 2 and the proposed rewording and understanding 
of this bullet.  Action: The Administrator to seek advice from 
Stuart Todd regarding E3. 
 

7. Review of maps for policies  
The Administrator and JCl took the group through the maps for inclusion with the policies.  It 
was agreed that RB would map the ancient finger posts and two post boxes within the parish.  
Regarding E3, 2 it was agreed that clarity would be sought from Stuart Todd to ensure the 
correct heritage assets were being mapped.  Once clarity sought, this would complete section 
E3.  In addition, once the information has been received from SERC, the map requirements for 
E1 can be discussed with Stuart Todd and then completed.  Action: RB to map the ancient 
finger posts and they two post boxes within the parish.  Action: The Administrator to seek 
advice from Stuart Todd regarding maps for E3 and E1 and then produce the appropriate maps. 
 

8. Consultation Process 
The Administrator explained that the draft policies would now be presented to the Project Team 
and then the Parish Council.  After that Ann Rhodes would be contacted formally regarding the 
SEA/HRA requirements.  The list of statutory consultees has already been provided by Ann 
Rhodes, however it was necessary for a list of other groups who use facilities within the parish 
to be compiled so that they can also be consulted with.  Examples are the PTA, Flower Show, 
Village Day, Brownies. 
 
It was agreed that an appropriate article would be put in the Newsletter and on the parish 
website.  It was also agreed that this would be included as an agenda item at the next meeting 
of the Project Team. 
 

9. Funding Update 
The Administrator presented the “Future funding and costs from February 2020” paper.  She 
explained that she had added in some additional potential costs to ensure that any known, and 
possible costs for the remainder of the project, had been included.  She also explained that 
where possible, any grants available would be obtained to fund pieces of work.  This funding 
would be in addition to that set aside by the Parish Council.  It was agreed that there is currently 
sufficient funding available to cover known and potential costs even if further grant funding is not 
available. 

 
10. Next Project Team meeting 

it was agreed that the next Project Team meeting would primarily be an information giving 
session.  Agenda items would include: 

• Character Assessment 

• Draft Policies 

• Consultation Process 

• A358 update 

• Local Plan update 
 
A short workshop would be held to aid sourcing information on groups within the parish who 
should be included as part of the consultation process.  This would also include any non-
statutory bodies the group thought should be consulted with.  Action: The Administrator to 
provide a clear brief regarding the consultation workshop for the next Project Team meeting. 
 
A provisional date for the next meeting was agreed as 16 March, 2020 subject to room 
availability at the Village Hall.  Action: The Administrator to arrange the next meeting of the 
Project Team. 



 

 
11. Newsletter  

Action: The Administrator to submit an appropriately worded 
article for the next Newsletter asking any groups that use the 
parish facilities, to provide a contact for that group to the 
Administrator, so that the Neighbourhood Plan team can add them to the list of consultees 
regarding the contents of the parish’s Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

12. Next Steps/Any other business 
DD suggested putting photos on Google Maps that we might want seen in our parish i.e. finger 
posts.  Action: DD to use information from the maps produced with the policies as a guide to 
photographs that could be added on Google Maps. 
 
MM advised that the Local Plan review consultations were currently in process.  He also advised 
that the Parish Council will respond as part of the consultation process.  He reported that it is 
encouraging Neighbourhood Plans to give site allocations.  He also advised of the need to 
ensure that Ruishton and Henlade remain in Tier 6 as villages.  CSM is a minor centre rather 
than a village.  There is also a suggestion of removing settlement boundaries which could affect 
our parish.  Responses to the consultations should be submitted by 16 th March 2020.  It is 
anticipated that the draft Local Plan will be out in summer 2020. 
 
MM also advised that there is a consultation process on the use of Local Development Order for 
small business development sites across the whole of Somerset.  In the context of a village, it 
could result in a big development.  Using an LDO removes the need for consultation from the 
process. 
 
Regarding the A358, MM advised that the Parish Council has been contacted by an informal 
group of Parish Councils, formed by Parish Councils from Ilminster to Hatch Beauchamp, to 
represent their concerns.  This group has asked for a meeting with Ruishton and Thornfalcon 
Parish Council. 
 
MM also informed the group that the Parish Council had received a copy of the submission from 
Stoke St Mary relating to the current sustainability consultations. 
 
MM also advised that there was no indication of when the next Community Forum meeting will 
be held.  This may be dependent on the next Government budget in March 2020. 

 
13. Date of Next Meeting  

The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 25th March 2020 at 10am at Parklands.  It was 
agreed to invite the Chairman of the Parish Council, Domini John, to the next meeting of the 
Steering Group. 


