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This Neighbourhood Plan (the “Plan”) is the community’s Plan.
It represents the community’s vision and priorities for how they
would like to see the local area change in the coming years and
in doing so it sets out their local planning policies which will be
taken into account as and when any proposals for development
come forward in the parishes of Ruishton and Thornfalcon. It
provides local people with the opportunity to introduce local
planning policies which add to those set out in national and
local authority‐wide planning documents. Once it has passed
through formal procedures of scrutiny required by law and it is
made (ie adopted), it becomes part of the statutory
development plan for the area, alongside the local authority’s
Local Plan.
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Five Arch Bridge marks the border with Creech St Michael. Trains stopped using the this line in 1966

Introduction

The process of preparing the Plan has been a long one
beginning as it did in 2015, and although the main burden of
work has fallen on the members of the Steering Group, they
have been assisted by a Project Team of volunteers who have
provided invaluable input and support. And many people have
been involved, not least the parishioners of Ruishton, Henlade
and Thornfalcon in responding to questionnaires and surveys
circulated to the Parish, participating in consultation events
and in attending drop‐in meetings to hear of our progress
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Communications with parishioners and local authorities was a priority.

The Plan Area
There are four settlements in the Parishes. Ruishton
(meaning where the rushes grow) was the site of a
Bronze and Iron age settlement, now the site of the
Park and Ride. The tithings of Ruishton and Henlade
formed part of the manor of Taunton Deane from the
9th century. The Parish Church of Ruishton is St
George’s and has origins from the 12th century but
was predominantly built in the 14/15th centuries. It is
built of blue lias, the local building stone, and
embellished with features of Ham stone.

A beacon near Thorn Clump, is dedicated to David Small a farmer, who tragically died in a accident at Ashe Farm.
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Ruishton, with Henlade to the right and Thorn Clump in the distance.

Thornfalcon Church

Ruishton Church

Heritage
There is one Conservation Area in the Parish of
Thornfalcon, focused on the Holy Cross Church,
Thornfalcon House, Church Lane Cottage and the
Village Cross. There are 19 grade 1 and 2 listed
buildings in Ruishton and Henlade and 15 in
Thornfalcon. In addition, seven WWII pill boxes and
structures are listed on the Taunton
Stop Line. These are located close to the
route of Taunton to Chard Canal and
Chard branch line railway and are a
Ruishton Inn and the old school (railings)
feature of many footpath walks in the
parishes.

Thorn Cross

Five Arch Bridge

Bell House (Old School)
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Yallands ‐ Henlade

Ruishton Church

Thornham Grove

Landscape and natural environment
The landscape of the parishes is
dominated by the floodplain of the River
Tone and lies to the north of the
wooded slopes of Thorn Hill and Stoke
Wood. The feel of the environment of
parishes is overwhelmingly rural with
the river, and footpaths through fields
being heavily used by hikers, dog‐
walkers and families for exercise and
enjoyment.

Thorn Clump.

River Tone

Thorn Clump

View taken from Stearts Cottages
View taken from footpath near Woodlands Drive
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Landscape and natural environment
Ruishton and Thornfalcon parishes are
rich in ecological and environmental
interest much of which is as result of
lying in the floodplain of the River Tone,
at the heart of the Vale of Taunton.
Predominantly low‐lying land through
which the river provides an ecological
corridor, home to otters, bats, a rare
butterfly (Brown Hairstreak) and the
even rarer Black Poplar.

Pillbox near disused railway line

Cheats Road

Stoke Hill

Taken behind Woodlands Drive
Dinhams/Overlands

Flooding on Lipe Lane (Feb 2020)

Lipe Lane
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Stoke Road/Greenway Road
Cheats Road/Lipe Lane

Flooding on Lipe Lane (Feb 2020)

Employment and Economy
The Plan policies are aimed at supporting existing businesses,
especially small businesses, utilising brownfield sites and
improving internet access. The NPPF (National Planning Policy
Framework) supports policies which help the rural economy
and the Plan policies should be read alongside Core Strategy
and SADMP (Site allocations and development management
plan) policies which provide the strategic policy framework
for what is acceptable, particularly in relation to the
countryside areas outside of settlement boundaries around
Ruishton and Henlade.

Hannah’s Hairlines

Henlade Industrial Units

Somerset Motorhome Centre

Premier Inn

Brookfield Nurceries
Bed & Breakfast (Lower Farm Thornfalcon)
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Farming

Ruishton Inn

Facilities and amenities
There are limited shopping facilities in the villages with
a post office/shop in Henlade, a shop within the
garage at Thornfalcon and farm shop/nursery facilities
elsewhere in the parishes. The Hankridge Retail Park is
situated the other side of the motorway junction but
can only safely be accessed by car.

Henlade Post Office

Ruishton Inn

Knights Garage ‐ Thornfalcon

Ruishton hall Playing Field
Ruishton School

Page 8

Transport and parking
Public transport is available with routes to settlements
in the south along the A358, a regular bus through the
village of Ruishton and the Park and Ride facility near
the motorway junction. Currently the Park and Ride
closes at weekends and few bus routes operate on
Sundays.

Henlade

Henlade

Ruishton Lane

Bushy Cross Lane

Lipe Lane
M5 Junction 25 development

Cheat’s Road

School drop‐off parking issue
M5 Junction 25 development
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M5 Junction 25 development

Providing New Housing Suitable for Local Needs
This policy is derived from the preferences of residents
as identified in the Household Survey and Housing
Needs Survey. Respondents supported affordable,
sheltered, retirement, low cost housing and bungalows
over other types but with family and single‐occupancy
dwellings also receiving similar levels of support.

Knightstone

Henlade Close

Bushy Cross Lane

Henlade
Thornfalcon (circa 1960)
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Coronation Close

