
 
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON PARISH COUNCIL 

CLERK: HEATHER BRYANT, NORTHAY HOUSE, NORTHAY, CHARD, SOMERSET. TA20 3DN 
EMAIL: ruishtonpc@gmail.com. TEL: NO: 01460 234770 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th November 2020 held by Zoom conferencing. 
CLLRS PRESENT: Bulgin, Fudge, Garbutt, Harper, John (Chairman) Marshall and Mullins 
ALSO, PRESENT: County Councillor John Thorne and the Clerk, Heather Bryant.  

 
PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME (ON GENERAL PARISH MATTERS) 
There were no public present 
 
20/11/1 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND APPROVE THE REASONS GIVEN 

Received from Cllr Dickinson 
RESOLVED: to approve the apologies for the reason given. 

 
20/11/2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

Cllrs Bulgin and Marshall declared a personal interest in Application No 31/20/0020 as they are near 
neighbours  

 
20/11/3 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4th OCTOBER 2020 

RESOLVED: the approval of the minutes as a true record. 
 
20/11/4 PLANNING 

31/20/0020  Replacement of conservatory with the erection of a single storey extension to the rear 
and erection of a two storey extension to the side of 18 Newlands Grove. Amended plans 

RESOLVED: that the Council had no further comments. 
 

20/11/5 VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION 
 Proposed plans for the Village Hall extension 

After a full discussion, it was agreed that the Council is happy to proceed for the Council to be the 
applicant for the planning application however, the Council would like to be involved in the detail 
stage. 

  
20/11/6 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

C.C. John Thorne referred to his written report which was emailed to Cllrs. 
D.Cs Sue Buller and Phil Stone sent their apologies. 
 

20/11/7 OPERATION GANNEX 
The Clerk reported that PCSO Steve Chapman has confirmed that Operation Gannex is no longer 
being run by A&S Police, as such volunteers are no longer covered by our insurance to be in the 
road placing signs. The “Op” will be taken up by SCC in conjunction with Highways – as these are 
the two primary organisations responsible for the highway. 
The Clerk continued that PCSO Steve Chapman has not confirmed who has taken this decision and 
when this decision was taken. Queen Camel parish who also operates an Operation Gannex was 
unaware that the Police had discontinued. 
The Clerk has written a letter to the Police Commissioner Sue Mountstevens asking under the 
Freedom of Information Act when this decision was taken and a request for minutes or notes of the 
meeting for the discontinuation of Operation Gannex. 
The Chairman reported that Nicola Dawson, Manager of the SCC Civil Contingency Unit is not 
aware of what is happening with Operation Gannex. However, she has a meeting on 12th November 
where the Police should be in attendance and she will bring this issue forward there and will let us 
know of the outcome 

  
20/11/8 VILLAGE PUMP 

The Chairman reported that SWT will not fund the cost of a text dialler as SWT are responsible for 
the maintenance of the pump and not any upgrades. The text dialler would cost around £1800 
including VAT. A discussion took place on the function of the text dialler and it was understood that 
if the pump malfunctioned a ‘call’ would go to a ‘company’ (e.g. Environment Agency, SWT, Wessex 
Water) to rectify the problem.  
However, the Chairman will contact Claire Thackray for confirmation on how it will work in practice. 
The Chairman reported that the ditch opposite the hall will be cleared in January 2021. 
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20/11/9 HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATHS 

Henlade Road Safety 
The Clerk reported that an email from a resident from Gravelands Lane had been received 
regarding the layby at Henlade and the speed of lorries coming off the A358 via the layby to access 
the Industrial Estate. 
County Councillor John Thorne agreed to look into this matter. 
 
Village Gateways 
The Clerk reported that she had an email from Creech St Michael Parish Clerk stating that CSM PC 
is installing village gateways and asked if this would be an interest to Ruishton PC with a possible 
“bulk buy” in mind. 
After discussion, it was agreed that the Council is not interested in installing village gateways at the 
present time. 
 
Ruishton Lane 
Slip road from the A358 into Ruishton Lane – it was reported that the former slip road is now a wide 
pavement and now there is a very sharp turn from the traffic lights into Ruishton Lane. This has the 
potential for rear end shunts. 
It was agreed that this could be discussed with a meeting with Alyn Jones (See below) 

 
Junction 25 progress 
Meeting with Alyn Jones, Director for Economic & Community Infrastructure Operations, Somerset 
County Council – update on J25 progress – It was agreed for the 19th November at 6.00pm. The 
Clerk will organise. 
 
Gully Clearance 
Cllr Bulgin reported that the gullies along Cheats Road need clearing. The Clerk will contact County 
Highways for the gully clearance schedule. 

 
20/11/10 S106 AGREEMENT £27209.75 FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION  
 Cllr Bulgin reported that he had received 7 positive responses so far to his survey. 

After a full discussion, it was agreed to organise a more comprehensive survey on outdoor gym 
equipment aimed at 14+ year olds. Councillors to send their suggestions for questions to the 
Chairman which she will collate. It was agreed that the survey should go to every household in the 
parish with a deadline date for a reply. This will be discussed further via email. 
The Clerk will send the Expression of Interest form to SWT   

 
20/11/11 BUS SHELTERS 

Cllr Bulgin reported that the bus shelter at Nags Head is unusable in its present condition and the 
bus shelter at Henlade crossroads needs the hedge cutting back and they both need graffiti 
removed.  
It was agreed to ask Stuart Thorne to carry out the work 
  

20/11/12 RECREATIONAL GROUND 
 Update on actions taken/required in light of the Annual Inspection Report. 

Cllr Bulgin reported that 90% of work has been completed from the list of the very low risk and low 
risk items from the Inspection Report. 
It was agreed to obtain a quote from Stuart Thorne for painting of the play equipment. 

 
20/11/13 SOMERSET CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMUNITY FUND  2020-2021 

The Chairman reported that an application will be submitted for solar panels on the south side roof 
facing the road. 

 
20/11/14 CONSULTATIONS 

Planning for the Future white paper - update 
The Chairman reported that the consultation had been submitted after numerous hours of input by 
herself. The Chairman continued that she was disappointed that Cllr Marshall was the only other Cllr 
to respond to the consultation.  
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Forthcoming Issues & Options Consultation on Regulation 19 Draft Plan Stage 
Background 
The Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation Report Stage 2 summarises the more detailed 
comments received from communities and stakeholders during the consultation between 13 
January and 16 March 2020. Somerset West and Taunton District Council has published a 
summary of the Local Plan Issues and Options consultation including a map of suggested sites for 
development. The Local Plan will detail where new development should go and how it should be 
designed. It covers spatial strategy and policies to address issues such as climate change, housing, 
jobs, infrastructure, the environment and community facilities. It also details the policies that 
planning applications will be assessed against.  

The Council’s current Local Plans were adopted between 2008 and 2017 and cover the period up to 
2032. The new district wide plan will cover the time period up to 2040 setting out objectives and the 
key issues around development needs over the next 20 years. 

The Issues and Options document was the first consultation stage in the Local Plan process. The 
next stage will be the Regulation 19 Draft Plan stage. This will include consultation on draft policies, 
potential development locations and supporting information, informed by the previous stage and 
further technical evidence. At present, the time-table for the Consultation on Regulation 19 Draft 
Plan stage is under review, however it is expected sometime in 2021.  

After discussion, it was agreed that it is very important that every Councillor respond to the 
Consultation as it will involve how the parish will ‘shape up’ in the future. There is a map for the 
proposals for Ruishton & Henlade. 

The Clerk will do an article for the December newsletter prewarning parishioners of the proposals 
and Cllr Harper will include a copy of the map on the back page  

Standards Matter Consultation – NALC deadline 4.12 20 or Public Standards deadline 18.12.20 
The Clerk agreed to respond to this consultation 
 

20/11/15 CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Youth Club for 13-17year olds at Creech St Michael  
The Clerk reported that she had been contact by the Clerk at CSM PC. CSM PC has decided to 
serve 3 months’ notice on the termination of its contract with Community Youth Partnership who 
provide the open access youth club in CSM for 11-17 years old’s. There was recognition at the CSM 
PC meeting that some of the club members are from outside of the Parish and that CSM PC is 
paying to provide facilities to these young people. It was suggested that if all their PC’s contribute 
then the youth club could be relaunched (in a suitable venue) as a joint club. 
CSM PC has asked if R & T PC would support working in partnership in principle from February 
2021. 
After discussion, it was agreed not to support. 

  
20/11/16 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

Tree at Goosey Lane 
The Chairman reported that SWT are still waiting for a 2nd opinion. 
 
Crab Apple trees between 21 & 23 Lawn Meadow and the trees outside Dinhams Bungalows 
The Chairman reported that the trees outside Dinhams Bungalows are due to be maintained in 
Autumn/Winter 20/21 
The tree between 21 & 23 is the responsibility of Somerset County Council. The Chairman will 
chase up 
 
Inappropriate parking in the village 
Bushy Cross Lane –The Chairman reported that PCSO Tony Wearmouth had spoken the driver of 
the DPD van and his Manager.  
Opposite Hairlines Hairdressers – The Chairman reported that PCSO Tony Wearmouth had spoken 
to the builders. 

   
20/11/17 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

Cllr Marshall reported that the Steering Group are meticulously going through the policies line by 
line. 
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20/11/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

FINANCIAL REPORTS AND CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT 
RESOLVED: that this Council approves the schedule of cheques and the Financial Report subject to 
the requirements of our Risk Assessment Document. 
 
CLERK’S EXPENSES – BROADBAND & MOBILE CALLS 
RESOLVED: to pay £5 a month towards the clerk’s broadband costs and mobile phone calls 

 
EXTERNAL AUDITS REPORT & CERTIFICATE 19/20  

 There were no matters arising from the Audit 
 
20/11/19 MATTERS TO REPORT (for information only) OR FOR THE AGENDA AT THE NEXT MEETING   
 There were no matters to report 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.55pm 
 

DATE OF THE NEXT SCHEDULED PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 2ND DECEMBER AT 7.30PM 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 


