
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 5 February 2003 
 

COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM 
  

Present:  Coun. Marshall (Chairman), Anderdon, Bulgin*, Dickinson, House, Jeiks, Lowe, 

Mullins, Rexworthy, Shattock and Walker, 4 parishioners and Mary Growtage (Clerk). 

*District Councillor 
Apologies: Coun. Small and Cooper*  

02/03.01 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 8 January 2003, having been circulated, were taken as 
read. Due to an error on the January agenda, many members and one parishioner arrived for 
the meeting at 7.00 pm and Coun. Shattock asked for it to be recorded with the names of 
those who were present at that time. The Clerk had already apologised for the error. 
 
The minutes will be amended accordingly and signed by the Chairman. 
   

02/03.02  

FLOOD WARDEN SCHEME 
The Chairman introduced Anthony Concannon and Isobel White from the Environment 
Agency, who explained how the flood warden scheme works. 
It is now up to the Parish Council to draw up a flood plan, to be discussed further at a later 
date. 
 
Following the 2001 floods it was asked whether the ramp on Cheats Road (near Carpenters 
Close) could be raised, as it appears to be lower than the river bank. 
 
Coun. Anderdon also stated that at a previous meeting with the EA he had offered to store 
sand bags for the Lower Henlade area but had heard nothing further from them. 
These matters will be investigated. 
  

02/03.03 

PROPOSED CYCLE PATH TO HANKRIDGE 
Sarah Capstick gave the meeting a update on the work undertaken by ‘Sustrans’ and it was 
reported that the Clerk had just received a planning application for ‘Change of use a linear 
route to provide a shared surface for pedestrians, cyclists and disabled persons carriages on 
route between Heron Gate and Church Lane, Ruishton’ 
It is noted that most of the route is not within our Parish. 
 
It appears that funding is available and that work should commence this summer. 
 
A vote of thanks was recorded to Sarah Capstick for her work on this project. Coun. Shattock 
stated that there is no notice of closure/diversion of footpath T32/5 while work to the 
motorway sliproad is being undertaken and thought it should be kept open. This point will be 
raised with the Authority concerned. 
  

02/03.04 



CLERKS REPORT 
DIARY DATES - These were handed to those present and include dates for the forthcoming 
District and Parish Council elections. 
Nominations forms should be at Deane House by noon on 1 April while the election is on 1 
May 2003. 
 
The Chairman will be attending a Government “Soundings Exercise “ on Elected Regional 
Assemblies on 19 February and together with the Clerk will be attending the Standard Board 
Roadshow on the previous evening. 
 
A358 BOLLARDS - These have still not been replaced.  

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT - The declaration form has been submitted. 

HENLADE LITTER BIN - The Clerk will arrange for this to be put in position between the bus 
shelter and the telephone kiosk. 

NOTICE BOARD/LOWER HENLADE - Jane Harris has kindly agreed for a small notice board 
to be placed on her wall near the letter box. The Clerk will find out the cost involved. 
 
POLICE SURGERY - PC Simmons will contact Sally Luxon direct regarding a convenient 
time for this to be held in the Committee Room. PC Simmons will endeavour to attend the 
Parish Meeting. 
 
Coun. Anderdon stated that there was a different PC for the Lower Henlade side of the A303, 
Stoke Road and Lower Henlade. 
 
TRAFFIC CALMING - This will be put on the Parish Meeting agenda.  
   

02/03.05 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
RSPCA/PONY - Following concerns raised by a number of parishioners , the Chairman asked 
the RSPCA to look at the pony in the field behind the village hall. RSPCA Inspector David 
Steele has contacted the pony’s owners regarding fodder but confirmed that the pony is in 
good condition, he will continue to monitor the situation. 
 
AIR QUALITY -The Air Quality Management Area on the A358 through Henlade has now 
been officially designated. Taunton Deane Borough Council are currently working on an 
action plan. 
 
OLD PAPER MILL - The Old Paper mill at Creech St Michael is being auctioned off by 
Taunton Deane Borough Council this month. 
 
 
CITIZENSHIP AWARD - Nominations for Taunton Deane Citizenship awards should be sent 
to TDBC by 14 February 2003 
 
FLOODING - Coun. Marshall reported that he had spoken to John Rawlings of the 
Environment Agency regarding the low spot on the river bank near the new bridge at Creech 
St Michael and the problem of flooding on the area around the old acquaduct. The EA would 
not look to raise the bank as although it may help keep water off the road it may cause 
flooding in Mill Lane. There are no plans to higher flood banks at present through Ruishton. 
The EA long term strategy is retention of water upstream but this is a long way off. 
 
The EA will be raising the western ramp in Ham Road by one foot during February, the road is 
expected to be closed for one week. Coun. Marshall spoke to Melvyn Woods of the EA to 
advice him that advance signs would be desirable on the A358 to advertise this closure. 



 
JUBILEE PHOTOGRAPH - The Parish photographs have now been received and will be 
available at the Annual Parish Meeting or from the Chairman (evenings or weekends) prior to 
this. 
 
PARISH WARDEN SCHEME - Coun. Marshall has investigated the costs and role of a Parish 
Warden Scheme. The scheme currently running in the West Deane is funded by the Home 
Office, SCC and TDBC but the Home Office funding is being withdrawn. Therefore we need to 
ascertain the support from neighbouring parishes to assess the financial implications, so far 
two other parishes have shown an interest. 
 
RISK ASSESSMENT - These should be undertaken by the Parish Council and all councillors 
are asked to provide an input. 
 
EMERGENCY PLAN - Somerset Fire Brigade have produced suggested Emergency Plans 
for use by parish councils and it was agreed to send for a hard copy. 
    

02/03.06 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
37/2003/QOlA - DISPLAY OF 2 X 3M ADVERTISEMENT SIGNS ON 1.5M POSTS ON LAND 
TO THE EAST OF SWINGRITE GOLF DRIVING RANGE, HAYDON LANE, HENLADE. 
(Stoke St Mary) 
 
It was thought that a more rustic and smaller sign would be more appropriate. 
 
37/2003/02 - CHANGE OF USE OF LAND TO PITCH AND PUTT SHORT GOLF COURSE 
AND ERECTION OF PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE LINKING THE DRIVING RANGE AT HAYDON 
FARM, HENLADE (Stoke St Mary) 
 
It should be noted that part of this will be in our parish. Coun. Anderdon was against the 
application on environmental grounds, while the whole meeting was concerned at the 
increase in traffic flow. 
 
The meeting agreed the response to a letter dated 20 January 2003 from Mark Leeman 
(Forward Planning and Regeneration Unit - TDBC) - a copy was given to those present and 
one is attached to these minutes. There was concern regarding the accessing of the Park and 
Ride directly onto the A358 
   

02/03.07 

CLEANING OF BUS SHELTERS 
Coun. Anderdon had inspected the bus shelters at The Nags Head and Henlade Crossroads 
and agreed that they need cleaning. A quote has been received from Mr P Stanley at a cost 
of £70.00 for the initial clean and then £35.00 on a monthly basis and £31.00 fortnightly. 
These would be carried out with water and a bucket. Taunton DLO have quoted £135.00 
(+VAT) to clean the shelters twice a year, this price is for pressure washing and would be 
carried out on a Sunday. It was agreed that it would be better for the shelters to be pressure 
washed and that the Clerk should accept the quote from Taunton DLO. 
  02/03.08 ACCEPT QUOTE FOR THE UPKEEP OF THE RECREATION FIELD 
It was unanimously agreed to accept the quote from Parsons Landscapes Ltd for the 
maintenance of the recreation field and other areas for the year to 31 March 2004 in the sum 
of £1483.60 (Taunton DLO £3804) 
 
It was also agreed to accept Taunton DLO quote to replace the top line of straining wire and 
patch two small holes on the fence alongside the road in the sum of £188.00 (+VAT) 



  02/03.09 ACCOUNTS 
The following accounts were passed for payment: 

Vale Labels  30.00   Newsletter 

UK2.NET  49.00   Domain name 

Mr Tinkner  195.00   Jubilee photographs 

  

02/03.10 COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT/S  

None 
 
Coun. Lowe did however ask Coun. Bulgin* to supply the numbers who used the Park and 
Ride over the last Christmas period which he agreed to do. 
  

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 5 MARCH 2003 
 
PARISH MEETINGS WILL BE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
THORNFALCON 23 APRIL AND RUISHTON 14 APRIL 2003 


