
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON 

PARISH COUNCIL   

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 4 APRIL 2001 

COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM  

Present:  Coun. Marshall (Chairman), House, Jelks, Lowe,  Rexworthy, Shattock and Squier*, 3 Parishioners 

and Mary Growtage (Clerk)   

*District Councillors 

  

Apologies: Coun. Anderdon, Banham and Dickinson 

  

04/01.01  

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 March 2001, having been circulated, were taken as read and were duly agreed and 

signed by the Chairman. 

  

04/01.02  

CLERK’S REPORT  

RUISHTON NOTICE BOARD - The new notice board has now arrived.  

It was agreed that this should be sited where the present one is and that the DLO be asked to undertake this work.  The 

Housing department will be notified of this change.  

MUSGRAVE HOUSE, LOWER HENLADE - This has been upgraded to a              Grade II listed building. 

FOOT AND MOUTH, REOPENING OF FOOTPATHS - It was suggested that the following footpaths be considered for re-

opening: 
 T22/16  Bushy Cross Lane to Lipe Lane 

 32/5     Church Lane to Hankridge 

DWELLING BEHIND FALCON HOTEL (31/2001/004)  - Taunton Deane Planning Officer has recommended that planning 

permission be granted.  

Stating ‘that given that the access has now been agreed by the County Highway Authority  and that it would be difficult to 

sustain a refusal on grounds of back land development alone due to the size of the site and its relationship with other 

properties’.  

WI REQUEST TO PLAY CROQUET IN THE RECREATION FIELD ON 31 JULY 2001 - This was agreed providing they 

undertake to indemnify the Council for any damage.  

VILLAGE FUN DAY - This will go on the next agenda.  

DIARY DATE - There will be a meeting for parishes to discuss Flood Issues in the Principle Committee Room, Deane 

House on Thursday, 17 May 2001 at 7 pm.  The Chairman and Coun. House will attend.  

FLOODING, LOWER HENLADE - It was been agreed that obstructions to the watercourse which passes through land 

belonging to the Cozens family will be removed within the next two weeks and will be inspected on completion.  

In the summer when the corn crop in the field to the east of the stream has been harvested another joint inspection will be 

made to see whether any de-silting works are required.  

TREES/ENTRANCE TO PLAYING FIELD - It was agreed to go ahead with having the fir and willow cut back providing no 

birds nesting in them.  

MILLENNIUM MARKER AT HENLADE WOODS - The Woodland Trust have provided a seat and at present no 

directional marker is planned.  



VILLAGE OF THE YEAR COMPETITION - Coun. Marshall, Rexworthy and the Clerk will complete the entry form. 

   

04/01.03  

RUISHTON LANE FOOTPATH  

From the survey carried out by Coun. Shattock  it would appear that most residents in the area are in favour of a footpath 

being provided in this lane.  

Being prepared to surrender land for the purpose if there was no cost to themselves. However, occupants of nos. 1 and 3 

Orchard Rise would only agree to negotiate with the local authority regarding compulsory purchase.  

Coun. Squier* thought the whole project would be extremely costly.  

It was agreed to contact the highway authority asking their opinion on such a scheme and as to whether there were any other 

alternatives for making the lane a safer place for pedestrians/cyclists using the lane.  

Mention was made that perhaps Mr Coate would be prepared to allow a footpath through his field on the other side of the 

hedge although for security reasons this was thought unlikely.  

It was agreed to ask parishioners views at the Parish Meeting.  

Coun. Squier* showed members how the ‘priority ranking’ worked for minor road improvements in the County. 

  

04/01.04  

CODE OF CONDUCT RESPONSE  

Draft responses having been given to all councillors, the Chairman gave reasons and explanations for some of the responses.  

It was proposed by Coun. Squier*  and carried unanimously that the draft responses be accepted.  

These will be attached to the minutes.  

Coun. Mullins arrived at 8.45 pm  

  

04/01.05  

REPORT OF MEETING WITH ENVIRONMENT AGENCY  

Following a recent meeting with the Environment Agency, confirmation has been received as to what action the Agency 

hopes to take to minimise the risk of flooding in the village.  

Short Term 

A visual inspection of the defences has been made and a list of work identified. This work includes:  

1. Raising the known low spots in Barton Lane area and to the rear of Overlands. Any other low spots identified by 

members of the public will be investigated and addressed.  
2. Clearance of trees and fencing work in the corner of the recreation Field.  
3. Maintenance of outfalls and non-return flaps.  
4. Inspection of low spots in the bank on the downstream side of the viaduct on the River Tone.  

This work will be carried out in the late spring/early summer, depending on the Foot and Mouth crisis.  

Medium Term  

1. A feasibility study will be undertaken by consultants to provide options for raising the defences and addressing the 

problems of surface water inundation. This study should be underway this summer and will indicate various options 



available.  However as with the short term measures, Foot and Mouth restrictions may play a role in its final 

completion.  
2. Desilting of the River Tone in the vicinity of Creech St Michael road bridges.  Low spots in the bank to be filled 

with material won from this operation.  
3. Selective tree removal on the Tone.  
4. Continuing inspection and work needed on the flood defence.   

It is anticipated that the desilting and tree work will be carried out this summer.  

Long Term  

1. Subject to justification criteria being met and approval for the necessary funding, a programme of works to raise the 

defences to an appropriate level indicated in the study will be carried out.  
2. A continuing dialogue with members of Ruishton and Thornfalcon Parish Council and the Agency for mutual 

benefit.  

If successful in attracting the necessary funding and approvals the earliest work could start is 2002.  

The Chairman spoke on how helpful this meeting had been and said the Agency had recognised 10 years ago that the flood 

defences were not up to standard.  

There would only be a 15 - 20% improvement by dredging the river and therefore it made more sense to raise the banks.  

The proposed Norton Fitzwarren flood storage banks would hold back water from our area. 

  04/01.06  

CORRESPONDENCE  

The Clerk has received a letter from Wessex Water apologising for the oversight in not inviting our Councillors to the 

meeting on 7 March 2001.  

Actions agreed at that meeting were:  

Resolve the problem with the noisy bearing on one of the main inlet screw pumps, weather permitting, by the end of next 

week.  

Cut down and remove the dead elms surrounding the tertiary treatment lagoons.  

Ensure tankers carrying sludge cake out of the works are securely sheeted.  

Bring in pest control specialists to assess the site.  

Investigate the potential sources of smell problems on the site and propose remedial action.  

Consider suspending LDC tanker movements to site when Ham Road is flooded.  

Ensure all vehicles entering the site are driven at 20mph along Ham Road and remind drivers of the need for courtesy 

towards other road users.  

Discuss with WS Atkins erecting 20mph warning signs along Ham Road and directional signs to discourage vehicles using 

the road to Ham village.  

Meet with WSAtkins to discuss the condition of Ham Lane, its suitability for its current use and the possibility of putting in 

additional passing places and/or a traffic light system  

Carry out a traffic survey to determine the number of vehicles assessing site.  

Carry out asset improvement works to the tighter effluent quality standards set in the National Environment  Programme and 

to cope with housing development in and around Taunton. Will be completed by 2004.  

Not yet established whether planning permission will be required.  



As part of the design process we will review all the existing and potential access routes to the works and the affect on the 

local environment during and after construction.  Also, look at the feasibility of moving the waste reception to the A358 and 

laying a pipeline to the treatment works.  Will include additional screening and tree planting around the works.  Wessex 

Water will present the planning application, if required, to the local Parish Councils before submission to the County 

Council.  

Normal working hours are 7am to 7 pm Monday to Friday, 7 am to 1 pm Saturday and Sunday.  Except during emergency 

works.  

The license waste disposal centre is open from 8 am to 4 pm Monday to Friday.  

From time to time there will be an operational requirement to run vehicles outside these hours, for example, during the 

digester refurbishment due to start later this year.  

Letters have been written to all hauliers to reiterate the importance of site operating times, speed restrictions, road courtesy 

and advising them that parking outside the site, waiting for it to open , is not acceptable. 

  

04/01.07  

ACCOUNTS  

The Clerk reported that the current balances as at the 31 March 2001 stood at  £11474, this included a grant of £200 from 

Taunton Deane towards the cost of the Parish Website.  

The following accounts were passed for payment:- 
  £  

 TDBC 124.55 Remove/store goal posts 

 TDBC 141.00 Erect picnic table 

 Vale Labels 15.00 Newsletter 

 Parsons Landscapes 24.68 Contracting 

 SALC 231.63 Subscription 

 Ruishton Village Hall 31.00 Hire of Hall 

 TDBC 46.20  VAT on Bus shelter 

 Mary Growtage 76.28 Postage 

 Community Council 10.00 Subscription 

Complaints were made that the litter bins do not appear to be emptied on a regular basis. The Clerk will contact Parsons 

Landscape accordingly.  

Following a letter from the Village Hall Committee, it was agreed to advertise the sale of the Bolens 21”mower in the 

Somerset County Gazette. 

  

04/01.08  

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS, REPORTS  

COUN.SQUIER - Amenity trees have been planted around the village.  

There is to be a change of traffic arrangements in East Reach.  

Tarmac have asked for the names of people who attended the last liaison meeting.  It is assumed these meetings will be 

resumed.  

There is a Flood Defence meeting at Deane House tomorrow.  

Coun.Bulgin arrived at 9.10pm  



COUN. BULGIN - Spoke of a repair to the newly surfaced A358  

Asked the Clerk to enquire when the Ruishton bus shelter will be redecorated as there is now even more graffiti and the 

notice board has been vandalised.  

It is hoped that if it is decorated then the urge to vandalise will be reduced. 

  

04/01.09  

AGENDA FOR PARISH MEETING  

Improvement of Street lighting in Lawn Meadow and Woodlands.  

Proposed footpath in Ruishton Lane 

  

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.20 PM   

PARISH MEETINGS  

 THORNFALCON - THURSDAY 26 APRIL AT 7.00 PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE ROOM  

 RUISHTON - THURSDAY 3 MAY AT 7.00 PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL  

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 2 MAY 2001 

 


