
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON  

PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 7 FEBRUARY 2001 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 PM  

  

Present: Coun. Anderdon (Chairman) Banham, Bulgin*, House, Jelks, Mullins, Rexworthy, Shattock 

and Squier*. Ms Julie Moore (TD Planning Officer) 10 Parishioners, 2 members of the Youth Service 

,the Press and Mrs Growtage (Clerk) *District Councillors.  

  Apologies: Coun. Marshall 

  02/01.01 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

31/2000/021 ERECTION OF TWO STOREY EXTENSION TO REAR OF 2 LILAC 

COTTAGES, HENLADE(RESUBMISSION 0F31/2000/015) PC  

Coun. Bulgin declared a Code of Conduct interest. 

The applicant and neighbours were given the chance to speak in support of this application. 

Coun. Dickinson arrived at 7.10 pm 

The Council were not against the actual extension only that the flat roof design would detract 

from the character of the dwelling and would be against planning policy. 

A new roof plan was handed to the meeting by the applicant. This will have to be considered 

by the Planning Officer and therefore in the circumstances was agreed to defer the application 

until the next meeting. 

31/2001/001 ERECTION OF REPLACEMENT FRONT PORCH AT MUSGRAVE HOUSE, 

LOWER HENLADE - TD 

There were no objections to this application. 

31/2001/002 DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDING AND ERECTION OF 2 

DWELLINGS AT THE MOUNT, BUSHY CROSS LANE, RUISHTON (RENEWAL 

31/1998/005) - TD 

There were no objections to this application. 

ERECTION OF DIGESTED SEWERAGE SLUDGE DE-WATERING FACILITY 

BUILDING AT HAM STW, HAM LANE, CREECH ST MICHAEL (THORN’ PARISH)’ 

SOMERSET. GRID REF 328790 - 124600) - SCC. 

Residents living near the above were allowed to speak (on this occasion only even though 

they did not live in our Parish, all were strongly opposed to the application mainly on the 

grounds of access. Photographs were produced to back up their complaints of damage to the 

road, verges and the size of lorries using what is only a country lane.  

Mrs Adams spoke on the speed of traffic using this lane.  



A letter was read to the meeting from Mr Russell Gamin also opposing the application, again 

on the grounds of traffic and the access.  

Creech St Michael have asked for an extended period to enable them to view the site and 

discuss this at their next meeting, as the application did not arrive in time for them to 

advertise same on their agenda.  

A lengthy discussion took place during which Coun. Prior Sankey said she would go to Ham 

to view the damage caused to the edge of the road and verges. She also assured the meeting 

that the County Council would visit the site before making a decision on the application.  

Coun. Prior Sankey was also asked to get WS Atkins to carry out a vehicle count of vehicles 

to/from Ham STW  

The Clerk will write to the SCC stressing concern over the appalling access conditions, 

stating that the road network is not suitable for the traffic. Slurry lorries requiring to travel in 

an westerly direction have to make a right turn at Henlade Cross-roads on to the A358 which 

is extremely dangerous.  

It was agreed to liase with Creech St Michael with a view to attending the site meeting with 

them at the STW. 

   

02/01.02 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  

Coun. Prior-Sankey stated that there would be an extra £601 k in the budget to improve the 

ring bank, which would include Creech and Ruishton. The CC would also put an extra £1m 

into the flood defence for 2001/02. 

There are also plans to de-slit the River Tone in the Creech area. 

The highway drainage inspection has not yet been carried out due to the wet weather. 

The Somerset Flood Defence Committee meet 4 or 5 times a year and s made up of MAFF 

appointees and local authority representatives from SOC and North Somerset Council. 

Interests represented include drainage boards. farmers and conservation bodies. 

It would appear that when cleaning our gullies in the Parish, residue was then pumped into the 

open ditch. This will be investigated and a report made back to the next meeting. 

The Highway Authority have agreed to better signing of the right turn into Bushy Cross Lane. 

   

02/01.03 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 January 2001 having been circulated, were taken as 

read. 

Under 01/01.06 Coun. Squier asked for ‘door to door’ to be deleted. He also added that he 

may not be able to bring the result of the survey to the Parish Meeting. 

Coun. Squier also asked for the 01/01.08 minute to be deleted as it was inaccurate and 
said he would write the minute again and give it to the Clerk. 



After these two alterations the minutes were duly agreed. 

   

02/01.04 CLERK’S REPORT  

CASUAL VACANCY -Coun. Lyddon has resigned from the Council. Notices declaring a 

Casual Vacancy will be posted by Friday, 9 February 01. If a poll is called by ten electors a 

bye-election will have to be called. The poll must be claimed within fourteen days of the 

public notification ex Sat’, Sun’ and Bank Holidays. If no poll is claimed then the Council 

fills the vacancy by co-option as soon as practicable. 

SAND BAG COLLECTION POINT - Coun. Bulgin agreed to liase with Taunton Deane 
on this matter, Coun. Anderdon had already agreed to do so for the Lower Henlade 
area. 

BUSHY CROSS LANE VILLAGE SIGN - Will be moved in this financial year. 

EXTEND BOLLARDS ALONG A358 OPPOSITE TRADING LAYBY – This will be done 

in this financial year. 

 DITCH AT LOWER HENLADE - Taunton Deane are to contact the owner of the field 
behind Arundel’s Cottages to get this ditch cleared where it leaves the roadside. 

PLAQUE ‘OLD SCHOOL’ - The owner has agreed to a small plaque being placed on 
the outside of their wall by the oak tree planted to commemorate the Coronation of 
King George V and Queen Mary on 22 June 1911. 

STREET LIGHTING - RUISHTON SCHOOL AREA - The Clerk reported that the SCC 
had no funds available for this to be carried out BUT Coun Squier stated that the 
SCC had now agreed to update these lightheads. 

Coun. Shattock expressed concern that residents in the area had not been informed of the 

decision to enable them to give their opinion. 

   

02/01.05 REPLY TO ‘MODERNISING YOUR DISTRICT COUNCIL’  

All members have had the chance to read the booklet and view the video on this matter. 

The Chairman asked the Deane Councillors how much they were now involved in the 

decision making of the Council now that Taunton Deane are running a pilot scheme of model 

2 and it would appear it is still too early to comment. 

The meeting agreed to vote for model 2 being a Council consisting of a Cabinet with a leader. 

They thought each member of the Cabinet could be assigned a specific area or issue to 

represent their area/issue. Finally that every Council should have a Standards Committee 

whose membership must include more than 3 non-councillors. The Council would still prefer 

to see Committees as in the past. 

   

02/01.06 SOMERSET YOUTH SERVICE PROVISION IN PARISH  



Coun. Bulgin introduced two members of the Somerset Youth Service who spoke on the work 

of the Youth bus which used to visit the area, parking in the Village Hall car park. 

Unfortunately, due to a misunderstanding this had not worked out and they are now looking 

for a new venue to site the bus. Although at the moment the bus is out of action due to the 

recent floods. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council should support the idea of the Youth bus returning to the 

village on a regular basis and that the possibility of providing a hard standing area for the 
bus in the Recreation field be investigated. 
   

02/01.07 REGULAR POLICE SURGERY IN PARISH  

It was agreed to hold a POLICE SURGERY in the parish on a regular basis and that this 

should be prior to the Parish Council Meetings on the first Wednesday of each month. The 

two District Councillors asked if they could sit in’ on these meetings. 

The Clerk will liase with PC Smith on this issue. 

   

02/01.08 CORRESPONDENCE  

Copies of all correspondence received in reply to letters written to the authorities concerned 

regarding the flooding problems at the end of last year have been circulated to members. 
Due to lack of time it was agreed that Councillors should write any comments they 
wish to make to the Clerk before the next Agenda is circulated. 
  

2/01.09 FINANCE 

 £     

Vale Labels 15.00 Newsletter 

TDBC 461.32 Contribution towards bus shelter 

Parsons Landscapes 24.68 Upkeep Recreation field 

As TD are unable to decorate the Ruishton Bus Shelter, stating that they would only consider 

decoration if the graffiti was of a racist or obscene nature, it was agreed to accept Mr Gudge’s 

quotation. 

It was also agreed that the Clerk should order a new notice board for Ruishton from Filcris 

Ltd at a cost of £800, this does not include the erection. 

There will be a 50% grant from TD. 

The Clerk apologised for an error in the estimated income from Bank interest when the 

figures for the Precept were presented to the last meeting, this should have read £460.00 The 

Precept for 2001/02 remains at £9165.00. 

It was agreed to transfer the balance of the Business Reserve account to a Treasury Deposit 

account with The Scottish Widows Bank. 

Their current interest rate being 0.5% below the basic rate which on the day of the meeting 

was 6% (this was reduced to 5.75% the next day). 

   

02/01.10 COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT/S  



Coun. Squier said there would be a series of ‘Rights of Way Liaison Training Course’ starting 

on 15 February at Norton Fitzwarren Village Hall, 7- - 9 pm. 

    

02/01.11 PARISH MEETING AGENDA  

Earlier in the meeting it had been agreed to ask PC Smith and Sergeant Carol Pearce (new 

Geographic Sergeant responsible for our area) to attend the Ruishton meeting. 

   

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 10.10 PM   

THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING IS 7 MARCH 2001  

 THORNFALCON PARISH MEETING IS ON 26 APRIL 2001 

in the Ruishton Village Hall Committee Room commencing at 7.00pm.  

 RUISHTON PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 3 MAY 2001 
in the Ruishton Village Hall commencing at 7.00 pm 

(subject to their being no election on that day)  

 


