
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON  

PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 6 SEPTEMBER 2000 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 PM 

Present: 
Coun. Marshall (Chairman),Bulgin*, Jelks, Mullins, Rexworthy, Shattock, Squier*, J. Stacey (TD 
Planning Officer), 2 Parishioners, the press (7.30pm) and the Clerk.  
*District Councillors 

09/00.01 PLANNING APPLICATION 
40/1999/10 - ERECTION OF SHOWER BLOCK TO REPLACE EXISTING TEMPORARY 
FACILITIES AT ASHE FARM CARAVAN SITE, THORNFALCON, AS AMENDED BY AGENTS 
LETTER DATED 02.02.00 

The application was passed on the recommendation of the Planning Officer. 
The Environment Agency have agreed that a note to applicant be included on the decision note 
advising of the requirement to take into account the potential for landfill gas in the construction of the 
building. 

09/00.02 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 August 2000, having been circulated, were taken as read and 
were duly agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

09/00.03 CLERK’S REPORT 
DIARY UPDATE -The Clerk went through a list of forthcoming events, it was agreed that the 
following would be attended: 
The Chairman and Clerk will attend the Chairman and Clerk’s Workshop on 13 September at West 
Buckland. 
Coun. Mullins will attend the TD Website Roadshow on 20 September. 
Coun. House will attend the Forum to discuss the Draft River Tone Plan on 23 September. 
The Clerk will try to attend the SALC AGM on 30 September. 
Three members are required to attend a ‘Best value Workshop’ on 14 October. 
VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE - It was agreed that Coun.Jelks continue as the Parish Council 
representative on the Village Hall Management Committee. 

SURFACE DRESSING -Has been carried out on the road at Ham, Thornfalcon. 

TPO - A tree preservation order has been put on three chestnut trees at The Falcon Hotel, Henlade. 

ROAD SIGNS - WS Atkins stress that damaged and missing signs will be replaced as necessary. 

ACTION LIST - Nothing to report. 

GAP CLOSURES -A358 DUAL CARRIAGEWAY - The ‘gaps’ used by some vehicles to cross the 
dual carriageway have now been closed. 

NEWSLETTER - The Parish Council report will in future be stapled to the Village Hall newsletter. 
The Chairman wants fellow Councillors to have some input into this and Coun. Squier agreed to 
write for the next issue. The Clerk will still write the actual PC report. 

ANNUAL PARISH WALK - The Annual Village Walk will take place on Sunday, 1 October 
commencing from the Millennium Wood at 2.30pm. Mr Russell Gomm will lead the walk. 

09/00.04 OAK TREE - ‘OLD SCHOOL’ 
Coun. Shattock reported that there is a plaque on the above tree which is situated behind a wall. 
Therefore no-one is able to read this commemorative plaque. It was decided that the Clerk should 
contact the owner of the property/tree with a view to putting a new plaque on the outside of the wall. 

09/00.05 RECREATION FIELD inc NUISANCE COMPLAINT 
The Annual Inspection has been carried and we await the report. 

The palings around the toddler’s play area will be repaired. 



The new picnic table will be erected within the next week. 

A letter, having been circulated to members, from Mr Poole of Overlands was considered by the 
meeting. 

Coun. Dickinson arrived at 7.30pm 

With regard to footballs entering the above’s property, the meeting felt that none of his proposals 
were viable, although they did have sympathy with his situation. 

The meeting agreed to take the football pitch ‘out of action’ after the end of the current football 
season and to have the goal mouths reseeded etc. Funds being available the Council would then 
look towards providing smaller goal posts as a focus for shooting practice more central to the 
recreation field for the summer season. 

With regard to the foul language being used in the field. The PC are unable to enforce any action 
against this and believe this must come from the parents of the children. 

The clerk will write accordingly to Mr Poole. 
09/00.06 REPORT ON MEETING WITH AUTHORITIES ON SEWERAGE PROBLEMS  

The Chairman gave a full report on the meeting held to discuss flooding problems within the village 
of Ruishton. (Report is attached to these minutes.) 

A letter had been circulated to members from Mr and Mrs Stone raising points about flooding and 
sewage discharge and the response was agreed by the meeting.  
Following a meeting between Coun. Bulgin and the Environment Agency it was requested that the 
Clerk should write in support of a request to dredge the water course at Creech St Michael.  

09/00.07 HIGHWAYS 
Coun. Shattock gave details of overhanging trees and shrubs in the parish. The Clerk will liase with 
Mr Ken Perry of WS Atkins and write to those were necessary. 

Coun. Mullins stated that parents using the Day Nursery were causing congestion by ignoring the 
‘no parking’ road markings when picking up and dropping off their children. The Clerk will write 
asking the owners to remind parents to take notice of the road markings. 

09/00.08 AUDIT COMMISSION - ISSUES FOR STAKEHOLDERS. 
The completion of this was agreed by the meeting. 

09/00.09 ACCOUNTS 
The following was agreed for payment: 
     Parsons Landscapes Ltd. £239.70 contract work for Jly/Aug 

09/00.10 PLAQUE FOR MEMORIAL GARDEN 
In conjunction with a letter from Mr and Mrs Cleeve on the state of the Memorial garden. It was 
agreed that although the garden had recently been weeded, it needed pruning and thinning out at 
the appropriate season. The Clerk will contact Parsons Landscapes on this matter. 

It was also agreed that a commemorative plaque should be erected alongside the shrub bed. The 
Clerk will make enquiries accordingly. 

09/00.11 CORRESPONDENCE 
RUISHTON BUS SHELTER - Mr and Mrs Cleeve also condemned the graffiti on the bus shelter. It 
was agreed to ask Mr Gudge to paint this over as it is understood he still has some of the emulsion 
left over for this purpose. 

It was felt that parishioners should be alerted of the costs involved in covering over and repairing 
due to vandalism, and encouraged to report any such acts when they see them. 

TAUNTON STRATEGY ON PARKING - A letter was read from a person outside the Parish asking 
for support against the parking strategy in Taunton. Coun. Prior-Sankey stated that the some facts 
contained in the letter were incorrect and no further action was taken. 

POLICE SEEK SUPPORT FOR PIONEERING SCHEME - A letter was read regarding a proposed 
scheme for a parish warden who would be responsible for supporting a cluster of around six villages 
and would work with local residents, police and other agencies. The concept being based on the 



successful Neighbourhood Watch schemes. 
Parishes are required to work with the Police on a pilot scheme. 
Each warden would be trained and vetted by police and have a direct link to the local beat officer 
and special constables. 
They would be trained and equipped with a uniform and have use of a marked vehicle to get around 
the parishes. 
Parish Councils already have a responsibility to contribute towards community safety and are able to 
precept funds. 

There was a mixed reaction but it was felt that the Clerk should enquire as to the costs involved 
before the matter was discussed further. 

09/00.12 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
COUN. SQUIER - reported on the number of heavy vehicles travelling through the village. 
The width restriction sign is obstructed at the A358 end of Ruishton Lane and will be repositioned as 
well as being more reflective. 
When the amenity trees on the Newlands Estate die they are not being replaced. The Clerk agreed 
to pursue this matter.  
Is in discussions with Ian Titcombe and David Monk (WS Atkins) on ideas for an inexpensive traffic 
calming scheme for the parish. 
White lining has been improved at the motorway intersection, but feels more needs to be done. 

COUN. BULGIN - stated that the second Deposit of the Local Plan goes to the Policy Steering 
Group on 18 September and to the full council on 3 October 2000. 

A six week consultation will then follow. 

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm 

The next meeting will be held on 4 October 2000 

 


