
 

Come, gather around the Christmas tree in 
The Ruishton Inn Car Park and join 
The Community Carol Singing Event 

SUNDAY 15th DECEMBER 
6:00pm 

 
VILLAGE HALL MONTHLY DRAW  December 
£25  31 Mrs A Terry 
£10    150 Mrs L Conway 
£5        52 Mrs R Rowe 
 
BINGO will be on Wednesday 11th December . Doors open at 7pm and its EYES DOWN at 7.30pm.  The 
SNOWBALL is now £60 (Please note all participants must be over 16 years of age).  

 
The WHIST drive , no whist in December  
 
Our next VILLAGE HALL QUIZ will be on Saturday December 7th at 7.30pm so wonder what will 
be sprung on us this time especially with Christmas coming up. Mike Marshall  is our quiz master. 
£2 per person, tables of 4. Bring your own drinks, coffee and tea and some snacks will be available 
to buy at half time.  
 
HEALTH WALKS FOR DECEMBER  Health Walks for December will be on Wed Dec 4th from Creech 
Canal car park Dogs welcome but must be kept on leads. For more information please contact Pat Pike on 
442609 or Andy Smith on 444815. 
 
RUISHTON CARPET BOWLS CLUB   We meet at Ruishton Village Hall, New Members are very welcome 
to join when we meet, and play on Tuesday Evenings 7pm - 9pm or on Friday Afternoons 2pm - 4pm. 
Advance notice of our Christmas Break. Our last meetings are Tuesday 17th December, and Friday 20th 
December. 
We return in the New Year on Tuesday 7th January, and Friday 10th January. 
Seasonal Greetings to all our members, and to all those that receive this newsletter. 
For further information Phone Mavis Skeggs 01823 442427 (Treasurer) or Derek Garrett 01823 442876 
(Chairman) 
 
MEN’s BIBLE STUDY  This will be on Monday December 9th at 8:00pm  in the meeting room at Ruishton 
village hall. For more details contact Darren Dockings on 07798 825734 . 
 
RUISHTON CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAIR Saturday 7th December 11 am-2.00pm . 
Light lunches will be served  from 12.15pm, all welcome no need to book. (Includes gluten free and 
vegetarian choice). Come for coffee and stay for lunch! 

 
 There will be a children’s entertainer (for children between ages 4-11) in the 
meeting room from 11.30-12.30 and craft activities for all ages available from 12.30 
on the stage in the main hall. 

 
——————————————————————————————————————————–————— 
For all bookings and enquiries regarding the Village Hall, please contact Chris on 
07958574905 
 

ALL ITEMS FOR THE January2020  newsletter should be delivered to the Editor, Liz Harper, 
20 Newlands Road,  Ruishton (443369) NO LATER THAN  Friday 13th December 2019 or email 

ruishton_magazine@hotmail.com   
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RATS (Ruishton Artists in TexStyles) We are a group of craft enthusiasts who work with fabric 
and thread.  We are now meeting on the 3rd Mon of each month 10.00a.m. - 3.00p.m. in the 
Village Hall meeting room. For more information about our regular meetings ring Lydia (444982) 
 
TAUNTON & DISTRICT FRIENDSHIP CLUB We are a club offering a wide range of social 
activities for the over 50s, including a monthly meeting at Ruishton Village Hall. For more 
information contact Sally (442733). 
 
Ruishton Book Club read Sathnam Sanghera's 'The Boy with the Topknot', a story of growing up 
in the Punjabi sikh community of Wolverhampton and the clash of cultures and traditions with 
modern Britain. But also including a disturbing revelation of familial mental illness. Quite a journey 
and a mixed-bag of a memoir. Our next meeting is on Wednesday 11 December at 1030 
discussing Alexander McCall Smith's 'Espresso Tales'. For more information phone Peter, 443160  
 
“In Stitches @ St George's” will meet next on Friday December 13th from 10 am until 12 noon in 
the Ruishton Church Meeting Room. Anyone who enjoys knitting or crotchet will be very welcome. 
Muriel Coles 443019 
———————————————————————————————————————————- 

Caroline and Malcolm would like to thank all our 
regulars a wish them a very Merry Christmas  
and a prosperous New Year. 

THE RUISHTON INN     Tel:442285 

 

Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner 
Friday 20th December 2 courses £7.50 
 
Why not join us to celebrate New Year’s 
Eve with a 3 course meal only £17.50 and 
see the New Year in. 
 

Quiz Night every Wednesday at 9.00  
Free entry 

Next Auction in January 2020 
 6.30 pm start 

 

OPENING HOURS    
6.00 – 9.00 (7.00 - 9.00 Sundays) 

 

 Cask Marque Ales & Fine Wines 

NICOLE PERRET 
D.O.,M.R.O. 

REGISTERED 
OSTEOPATH 
Blackbrook Pavilion, 

Taunton 
01823 33 34 35 

Phillip Greenslade 

01823 442971  

POLICE contacts 
PCSO 7270 Sam Bushen –
sam.bushen@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
 

PCSO 7256 Scott Windsor – 
scott.windsor@avonandsomerset.police.uk  
Phone :07889 655424 

Another email contact is avonandsomerset.police.uk/
contact-us/report-a-crime-or-incident or call 101.  
In an emergency call 999. 

RUISHTON GUIDING   
If you wish to put your daughter's name 
on any of the waiting lists please 
contact: 
Guides Cath Ellis (442398), Brownies 
Kay Allen (444426), Rainbows Cath Ellis 
(442398) 

 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY  

7.45 AM TO 6.00PM 
For information contact 01823 442832  

opt ion4                          

WOODLANDS 
PRE-SCHOOL  

at  
Ruishton  

Primary School 

01823 442944 /Mob:07774 674959 
jmpike8@btinternet.com 



 
A-2-B  

with Sandie  
Minibus Hire.  

16 seater 
available for par-

ties, pub and 
Club outings,   
Sport venues,  

airport runs etc.  
Tel:01823 

443487 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Offering experience in all colouring, cutting and styling  

techniques, keeping up with the latest trends and fashions. 
We welcome all ages from children to adults, gents and ladies. 

Call today for an appointment: 

01823 443528 
Or come and see us at: 

Hairlines, Cheats Road, Taunton, TA3 5JW 

Save going into town, bring 
us your dry cleaning.  

Good parking 
 

Christmas is 
approaching get your 

cards and stamps 
from us. 

Tel:442337 
Open 9am-5.30pm 
(Lunch time closing  

1-2pm ) 

Adverts 50p a line  
1)For general maintenance of your home/ garden. Excellent rates , honest, reliable retired trustworthy 
person can provide references if required. Contact Roger Sloley on 01823 322306 or 07397005461. 
————————————————————————————————————————————————
Ruishton Neighbourhood Watch A small group of Neighbourhood Watch coordinators met up with our 
PCSO, Sam Bushen, in late October in the Ruishton Inn. We  had a useful discussion to see if we could 
improve what we offer to residents and thought it might prove useful to have a further meeting. 
Unfortunately we do not know who all the coordinators are or what areas are covered by Neighbourhood 
Watch within Ruishton. 
If any of the other coordinators would be interested in coming to a meeting please would they let me know. 
We would plan to meet on a weekday evening sometime in the new year. Anyone else who may be interested 
in joining us, particularly if they are not currently in a Neighbourhood Watch scheme within Ruishton, would be 
very welcome. Please contact Nigel Gooding 01823 443637. 

Rc RON CULL 
CARPET FITTER 

 

23 Queens Down 
Creech St Michael, 

TA3 5QY 
Tel: 443522   

Mob: 07971881671 

Maths Tuition 
 

Need some help  with your  
GCSE or AS/A Maths. 

              Reasonable rates  
 

Ring Liz on 01823 443369 or email 
lizharper1945@hotmail.co.uk 

dithorne7@gmail.com 

Pop in and see me locally in Ruishton. I 
have cards in stock or can place an 
order for you.  (See above) 
Call Natalie Hopkins on 07903194226 
or 01823 443870. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AVAILABLE 



QUALITY VINYL 

BOUGHT AND 

Telephone MAX 

Taunton 
Mobile Foot Care 

For the professional treatment of  
•Corns•Callus•Cracked Heels• 
Athletes Foot•Nail Trimming• 

Fungal & Thickened Nails 
 
 

Contact Bethan (SAC Dip FHPT/
FHPP) 

 
On 01823 442705 or 07989 046024 

tauntonfootcare@hotmail.com 
 

Treatment in the 
comfort  

of your own home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here because we love animals and care about their 
owners 

Surgery Opening Hours – Monday to Friday  
9.00am-6.00pm 

Saturday 10-1pm 
Telephone – 01823 490433 

St Giles Kennels, Newport Road 
Wrantage, Nr Taunton, TA3 6DJ 

24 hour cover provided 

JULIE’S COMPLETE 
HOMECARE. 

 DO YOU NEED SUPPORT TO  
REMAIN LIVING IN YOUR OWN 

HOME?     
“ Services  Provided”                       

General Welfare and Support   
Si ng and Companionship   >   Personal Care                      
> Medica on Assistance and  Monitoring        
Shower and Bath Assistance     > Sleepover Support   
Demen a support                       > Pallia ve Care  

Contact   Julie Oaten on  07927694700 

PLEASE NOTE: Monday and Tuesday wate collections are not altered over Christmas or 
the New Year but no green bin collection between 24th December and 3rd January. 
Natural Christmas trees under 6ft (undecorated) will be collected with green bins, from 
6th Jan. 



RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
CASUAL VACANCIES 
There are three vacancies on the Council. So, could you help keep Ruishton & Thornfalcon a vibrant, good 
place to live by becoming a Parish Councillor? You could be in at the ‘grass roots’ level of Local Government 
and be involved in making things happen or getting things sorted! You could get local views about local is-
sues brought to the attention of the powers that be. 
Being a councillor, you would attend meetings and generally keep up to date with things or you could be 
more active and take on a responsibility in an area that interests you.  
Any person interested in becoming a Parish Councillor should contact the Heather Bryant by phone 01460 
234770 or e-mail ruishtonpc@gmail.com for more information. Or speak to a present Councillor. 
 
TELEPHONE SCAM  
People have been contacted from persons claiming to be from the ‘NHS Brexit Team’ who then 
state that medicines and prescriptions will have to be paid for in advance due to supply issues in 
Europe. The caller then tries to get people’s bank details over the phone. Please be warned that 
this is a scam. 
 
M5 JUNCTION 25 – IMPROVEMENT SCHEME 
Toneway – Works to widen the Toneway are continuing with 1400 tonnes of subbase removed which will be 
used on another part of the project. The next step will be to lay the new road surface. 
 
Link Road – 2 of the 3 floodwater storage ponds have been completed. ~Works in this area have been made 
challenging by recent adverse weather conditions. 
 
Public Information Centre – Griffiths, who are the Contractors for the scheme hold a weekly Public Infor-
mation Centre which is based in the Gateway Park & Ride from 1300-1500 every Tuesday 
 
PARK AND RIDE 
The Park and Ride remains fully open to the public while the M5 Junction 25 improvement works are being 
carried out. The Saturday service which paused about 18 months ago has now been restarted. The sign 
which states it is closed on Saturdays has been covered up. 
The paved surfaces and walkways across the P&R site are covered in vegetation will be cleared as part of 
the routine maintenance schedule although the clearance of the moss is more challenging and may take 
longer to resolve. 
 
SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL - WINTER MAINTENANCE    
 Somerset County Council has confirmed it will make an additional £200,000 available for the high-
way winter service to fund additional gritting routes and other related activities. 
The precautionary gritting network has been reviewed and Somerset County Council has taken on 
board feedback received last winter and have reassessed all the criteria used to determine which 
roads will be gritted.  This has resulted in an increase in the precautionary gritting network from ap-
proximately 720 miles to 900 miles of road which will be treated every time ice or snow is fore-
cast.  This is around 21 per cent of the total road network in Somerset – bringing it back to similar 
levels to 2017/18. 
They will be operating twenty-three gritting lorries, running out of five depots across the county.  A 
map of the new gritting network can be viewed at  www.travelsomerset.co.uk/gritting. 
 
D      COUNCIL    2019/20   
4.12.19  15.1.20 5.2.20  4.3.20  1.4.20  6.5.20 
Please note that the January 2020 meeting will be held on the third Wednesday of the month and not 
the first Wednesday (Bank Holiday)   
        
Council Meetings commence at 7.30pm (unless otherwise stated) and are held in Ruishton Village Hall. 
There is an opportunity at 7.30pm for the public to make comments or ask questions. A full set of minutes 
can be seen our website at www.ruishton.org.uk 
Parish Clerk: Mrs Heather Bryant, Northay House, Northay, Chard. TA20 3DN. Tel: 01460 234770. Email: 
ruishtonpc@gmail.com 
Neighbourhood Plan - link to the website www.Ruishton.org.uk<http://www.Ruishton.org.uk> and to the 
Facebook page "Ruishton, Thornfalcon & Henlade". 
 
The Council would like to wish all the parishioners a Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year 
 



Don’t suffer in silence this winter – talk to your pharmacist at the first sign of 
a winter illness 
Your local pharmacist is an expert in medicines. They train for five years and can give you medi-
cal advice on how best to treat your condition. Quite often you can treat common illnesses at 
home with the right medications and some rest, but if they think you need to see your GP, they 
will advise you to make an appointment. 
 
Your local pharmacy is stocked with a wide range of medicines to help you recover from minor 
illnesses and ailments such as coughs, colds, vomiting and diarrhoea. You might be surprised 
by what they stock, so if you are in any doubt about what to take, go and talk to them and they 
will help find the right medication for you. 
 
There is always a local pharmacy near you, and quite often they will have extended opening 
hours on selected evenings and weekends, meaning you don’t have to take time off work to 
come and see them. They also have private consultation rooms available, so you don’t have to 
worry about your conversation being overheard. 
 
Your pharmacist can also give you your flu vaccine, which might even be free if you are eligible. 
Over 65s, children and those living with long term conditions are most at risk, so if you or one of 
your family members is in one of those groups, please make sure they are protected by having 
the vaccine. Children will be offered a nasal spray instead of an injection (this can also be pro-
vided to adults with severe needle phobias). 
 
This winter, help us help you by using the right service at the right time, and remember, if you 
are in doubt about which service to use, call NHS 111 or go online: https://111.nhs.uk/. 


